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EDITOR’S NOTES 


ajor P. Hannam, Director of Music, Welsh Guards, has been appointed Senior Director of 
M Music, Guards Division in place of Lieutenant Colonel M. G. Lane, late Director of 
Music, Irish Guards, who sadly died on 7th November as the result of a heart attack. 


The Queen has approved an impressive staff of office to be carried by Colonel Foot Guards on 
ceremonial occasions. Details appear on page 171. 


Eight members of 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards were tragically killed and 12 injured in a 
road accident in Cyprus on 20th November; we extend our sympathy to all the bereaved and injured. 


During the strike of ambulance staff, many members of the Bands of the Household Division 
have been called upon to carry out civilian medical duties, in view of their training for their wartime 
role as medical orderlies. As a result some Bands were, on several occasions, unable to carry out their 
normal military duties, including playing at the Festival of Remembrance in the Albert Hall and the 
Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph. 


Several major fund-raising events have been organised for 1990 to support the Guards Museum 
Appeal, starting with a Concert by the Massed Bands of The Household Division in the Festival Hall 
on Friday, 20th April, similar to the highly successful concert in 1988. A report on The Guards 
Museum appears on page 180. 


The front cover shows The Life Guards Parachute Troop jumping from a Chinook helicopter. 


The back cover shows The Princess of Wales laying a wreath on behalf of The Prince of Wales 
at the Welsh Guards Remembrance Day Parade at the Guards Memorial on 12th November 1989. 
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GRENADIERS IN NORMANDY FORTY-FIVE YEARS ON 


by CoLoneL O. J. M. LINDSAY, 
Grenadier Guards 


it took about a second to arrive. One saw the tracer all the way like a hose jet coming straight at one, as if a 


Be shot at by a German 88 mm was terrifying if one was looking in its direction as it fired. From 1,000 yards 


bayonet was about to be plunged into one’s stomach. The pain was acute. The shot was unlikely to miss by more 
than three or four feet. One knew the next corrected shot was not more than ten seconds away. One fired smoke, but it could 
not build up in time. One zigzagged to provide a 45-degree surface which the enemy shot might bounce off. If one’s gun 
happened to be in that direction the gunner would have seen it and would fire madly. The German 88 mm crew were pro- 
bably as frightened as oneself. On one occasion the second shot removed my mudguard. That time there was no third shot. 


I never knew why. Perhaps we'd hit them.” 


Such stories, told close to the very hedgerow where the 
action took place, are what Battlefield Tours are made of. 
Except that Major Ivor Crosthwaite, DSO, who had been 
commanding 3 Squadron, 4th Battalion Grenadier Guards, 
was apt to end such stories by muttering to himself that ‘It 
was all such fun.’ 


The first (and possibly the last) Grenadier Battlefield Tour in 
Normandy involving over 60 serving and retired Grenadiers 
from both Battalions, the Regimental Association and the 
First Guards Club, with their wives, took place in glorious 
weather during 3rd—8th September 1989. 

Although all but one of the recce party beforchand had 
been educated at the same school and were members of the 
same club in St James's Street, there was no disagreement 
on the programme. 

The Battlefield Tour started with an interesting visit to the 
Map Room at the former Supreme Headquarters of the 
Allied Expeditionary Force at HMS Dryad near Fareham in 
Hampshire from where General Eisenhower delivered his 
stirring 1944 address: *You are about to embark upon the 
Great Crusade. ... The eyes of the world are upon 
you... . You will bring about the elimination of Nazi 
tyranny. . . ." Our next call was to the D-Day Museum at 
Portsmouth to see the spectacular Overlord Embroidery. 
bigger than the Bayeux Tapestry and a colourful testimony 
to the largest invasion force the world has ever seen. 

The following day in Normandy was a busy one. We 
visited the excellent museum at Arromanches, saw the Ger- 
man Longues Battery to the east, the American Omaha 
Beach Memorial and Cemetery, before visiting the British 
Cemetery at Bayeux. Tuesday was free for sightseeing and 
a reception given by Michael Lefranc, the Deputy Mayor of 
Caen, in the Abbaye Aux Hommes which was founded by 
William the Conqueror in 1064. The magnificent convent, 
now the City Hall, escaped the devastating Allied bombing 
of 1944 because it was a hospital. 

On 6th September, after visiting Pegasus Bridge, its adja- 
cent museum and the site of the glider landings, we studied 
‘Operation Goodwood’, the attack by three corps south east 
of Caen on 18th July 1944. Our principal Grenadier 
speakers were Brigadier Tony Heywood, Brigadier Alan 


Breitmeyer, Colonel Sir James Scott and Mr John Higham. 
They told us how the Guards Armoured Division concen- 
trated west of the Orne and crossed into the bridgehead with 
orders to follow up 11 Armoured Division on the left flank 
and establish a firm base around Vimont after the 
Grenadiers had taken Cagny. ‘It was the charge of the ar- 
moured brigades,’ Tony told us. ‘Most of the infantry was 
lorry borne and far in the rear." 

It was for that reason, perhaps, that the operation gained 
few of its stated objectives. Alan Breitmeyer at Le Mesnil 
Frementel spoke next: ‘The advance was held up by the Ger- 
man opposition at Cagny. Our Commanding Officer, 
Rodney Moore, went forward to consult the leading 
Squadron Leader, Sir Arthur Grant, who commanded 2 
Squadron of the 2nd Battalion. Sadly, a few minutes later Sir 
Arthur was killed in his tank.’ 

Major General Richard Von Rosen then gave the German 
account. He had been a 22-year-old acting Company Com- 
mander of 503 Heavy Tank Battalion. They had recently ar- 
rived from the Russian front and felt very superior, having 
always been successful in defeating vast numbers of Russian 
tanks. Morale was outstanding: the German positions near 
Cagny were in great depth and the Allied attack was 





sf _— 


Brigadier Alan Breitmeyer describing the battle for Cagny. 
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The Memorial to the Grenadiers at Cagny Church. 


expected. However, their self-confidence was shattered by 
the preliminary Allicd bombing whereas they had never 
been bombed in Russia. 

Some of his Tiger tanks near Cagny were completely 
overturned by the blast of the RAF bombing, although they 
weighed 56 tons. The alignment of the telescopes of the re- 
mainder was so shaken that their 88 mm guns were no 
longer accurate. Two Germans committed suicide during 
the bombardment. We were left with the impression that 
rather fewer Grenadiers would have survived the following 
battle had it not been for the RAF. German morale declined 
further, we were told, when two seemingly invincible Tiger 
tanks went up in flames. It was the first time on the Norman- 
dy front that shots had penetrated right through their front 
armour. Von Rosen’s company was no longer able to 
advance to get a better position to attack the Grenadiers in 
the flank. This battle was, Von Rosen told us, far worse than 
he had ever experienced elsewhere. Many years later he 
discovered that it had been a German 88 anti-aircraft battery 
in Cagny that had knocked out his Tigers, mistaking them 
for British in the general confusion. These 88 mm guns had 
earlier destroyed an entire Yeomanry Squadron despite the 
Luftwaffe officer who had to be persuaded at pistol point 


by the Commander of 125 Panzer Grenadier Regiment to 
convert his guns to the anti-tank role. Nevertheless, that 
evening the Grenadiers had liberated Cagny. 

At most of the Goodwood Battlefield Tour stands we were 
accompanied by the Mayor and leading citizens of Cagny. 
Before the magnificent lunch which they gave us, we all held 
a ceremony at their church where wreaths were laid. And 
after visiting Jean Paul Hauguel’s photographic display of 
the battle we heard two locals speak on the French 
Resistance and on life under the Germans before the libera- 
tion. This added an extra dimension to the Battlefield Tour. 

The relationship between the Grenadiers and Cagny is so 
close that the possibility of twinning the village of Cagny 
with Pirbright is being pursued, thereby cementing the 
friendships made on this and previous occasions. 

The following day we visited the battlefields of Caumont 
and Viessoix. The object at Caumont on 30th July 1944 had 
been to close the Falaise Gap and take pressure off the 
American breakout. Ivor Crosthwaite, as already related, 
told us of some of his adventures. Other speakers included 
Philip Colville, Robert Heywood-Lonsdale, Sir John 
Johnston, Peter Walker, and Jim Blake. The battle for Cau- 
mont cost the Germans an entire brigade and 6 Guards Tank 
Brigade won praise from many quarters. Inevitably the 
Grenadiers had casualties: Capt J. C. Grey, the youngest 
MP in the House of Commons, was killed after crossing the 
start line. Lt J. G. Marshall-Cornwall was shot dead shortly 
afterwards while rounding up surrendering Germans. His 
father, the Military Attaché in Paris after the war, persuaded 
de Gaulle that his body could, exceptionally, be buried close 
to where he fell, rather than in a cemetery. We laid wreaths 
on their graves and in all the cemeteries which we visited. 

After an excellent picnic lunch organised by Barry Double 
who did so much to make the entire tour a success, we final- 
ly visited the area of the ambitious advance south to Viessoix 
which took place on 11th August 1944, led by Ist Battalion 
Grenadier Guards. 

Our few days in France studying these battles proved 
fascinating and moving. We were left with great admiration 
for those who had fought there. The inscription close to the 
British cemetery at Bayeux proved particularly memorable: 
‘We, once conquered by William, have now liberated the 
conquerer's native land.’ 
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SOVEREIGN’S BIRTHDAY PARADES HELD ABROAD 


by GENERAL SIR MICHAEL Gow 
formerly Scots Guards 


AY Therever battalions of the Foot Guards are 
VY arse and whenever the situation allows, they 

VV mark the Birthday of the Sovereign by holding a 
ceremonial parade. Usually this is similar to that held in 
London on Horse Guards, with a single battalion furnishing 
four guards or several battalions providing more. 
Sometimes three cheers are given, as was done for Queen 
Victoria at Windsor Castle on her 70th birthday and 
sometimes there is a feu de joie. 

There have also been Birthday Parades in which the Foot 
Guards have taken part with contingents from the Royal 
Navy, Royal Air Force and other Army units, and there was 
certainly one occasion when they were accompanied by the 
local Fire Brigade, Scouts, Girl Guides and Nurses. This ac- 
count is not comprehensive, and records of these parades 
held by the respective Regimental Headquarters are far from 
complete. 


Constantinople 

In 1923, when Ist Guards Brigade was stationed in Turkey, 
the Parade was held in Taxim Stadium, Constantinople. The 
Brigade Major led the mounted procession, which included 
the Commander-in-Chief, Colonel Steele (described as the 
“Commandant Ist Guards Brigade’), the Colonel in charge 
of Administration, the Chief Signals Officer, and the Assis- 
tant Director of Supplies and Transport, together with other 
members of the staffs and the Commanding Officers of the 
3rd Coldstream and Ist Battalion Irish Guards. The Com- 
manding Officer of the 2nd Grenadiers commanded the 
parade in which each battalion found two guards, the Escort 
and No. 2 Guard being furnished by the Irish Guards, whose 
Pipes were massed with the Drums. 


Shanghai 

In 1927 the Regimental Colour of the 2nd Battalion Col- 
dstream Guards was trooped on the race course in Shanghai, 
the battalion also furnishing four guards and ground 
keepers. According to an account in the Household Brigade 
Magazine: ‘Rehearsals ... started in mid-May, and 
although the surface was grass and the approach to the 
saluting base was rather cleverly bunkered by the only hill in 
Shanghai, progress was eminently satisfactory. The offen- 
ding hill, at least six inches above sea level with a grandient 
of one in a hundred, was bodily removed in a wheelbarrow 
by the resourceful Royal Engineers before June 3rd. The 
race course during these carly morning rehearsals presented 
a scene of promiscuous activity. In addition to ourselves, 
there was often another brigade with massed bands practis- 
ing the march past, a battalion of American Marines doing 
fearful and wonderful things in the sacred name of drill, the 
Russian Company of the Shanghai Volunteers performing a 
few evolutions before breakfast, perhaps a detachment or 


two of the Navy making the best of a strange element, with 
here and there a stray civilian trying to improve his golf in 
the vacant spaces, whilst around everything went the usual 
stream of Chinese ponies exercising their owners to the best 
of their acrobatic ingenuity. It should also be mentioned that 
the race course provided the one and only acrodrome in 
Shanghai." 

The music was provided by the massed bands and drums 
of the 13th and 14th Infantry Brigades, and after the Colour 
had been trooped, three cheers were given for the King, and 
the Coldstream marched past in slow and quick time. The 
very large and cosmopolitan gathering of spectators ‘rather 
startled the troops on parade by bursting into enthusiastic.ap- 
plause at the completion of each movement. It must be 
remembered that not only was this the first occasion on 
which Trooping the Colour had taken place at Shanghai but 
the parade was probably the largest and most imposing array 
of troops the inhabitants had witnessed. . . . A foreign ad- 
miral and a retired Chinese general who witnessed the 
parade were so overcome with emotion that the former 
dissolved into tears and the latter could do nothing but 
ejaculate ‘Hai-Yah’ or words to that effect at regular in- 
tervals... ." 

After the Coldstream had marched past, detachments did 
the same from the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Royal Ar- 
tillery, 10th Field Company Queen Victoria's Own Madras 
Sappers and Miners, Royal Corps of Signals, nine British in- 
fantry battalions, two Punjabi battalions, 5th Armoured Car 
Company Royal Tank Corps, the Royal Air Force and the 
Shanghai Volunteer Corps. The Shanghai Municipal Police 
brought up the rear, and the King’s and Regimental Colours 
were carried by those who possessed them. Who took the 
salute on that occasion is not recorded, unlike the parade of 
4,000 members of the Forces held the same day that year in 
Happy Valley, Hong Kong. 


Hong Kong 

Of that event a reporter wrote: ‘It seems safe to say that 
when His Excellency The Governor arrived promptly at 9 
am there were between 40,000 and 50,000 spectators.‘ HE 
and his entourage, all mounted, inspected the troops, 
amongst whom were 2nd Battalion Scots Guards, five other 
British and one Punjabi battalions, the Hong Kong Defence 
Corps and Mule Corps. The Royal Salute was then fired by 
a naval field gun battery, after the first seven rounds of 
which the first two ranks of the Parade discharged a feu de 
joic. Whereupon the opening bars of the National Anthem 
were played by the six massed bands, to be followed by a 
further feu, more field gun salutes and the remainder of the 
“God Save The King’ and three rousing cheers. Before the 
Parade was concluded by a march past five flights of aircraft 
which had been circling overhead throughout the ceremony 
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dived sharply, swooped over the ground, and then soared 
aloft in perfect formation. 

The sodden state of the ground at Happy Valley resulted 
in the 1928 Parade being cancelled there and being replaced 
by a novel procedure: “Long before 8 o'clock crowds began 
to assemble near the Cenotaph and every available point of 
vantage was taken before the arrival of the Government 
House party promptly at 9 am. The Officer Administering 
the Government (The Hon W. T. Southorn) was received by 
a Guard of Honour from the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards and 
after the Royal Salute had been given, HE carried out his in- 
spection accompanied by the GOC, Major General C. C. 
Luard. The former then presented Long Service and Good 
Conduct medals to thirteen warrant and non-commissioned 
officers, after which the Guard of Honour unfixed bayonets 
‘and simultaneously the guns (of the Ist Mountain Battery 
Hong Kong and Singapore Brigade Royal Artillery) boomed 
out the Royal Salute trom the Murray Parade Ground. After 
seven rounds had been fired the Scots Guards fired a feu de 
joie, and this was repeated three times with the Band of the 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers playing the National An- 
them after cach volley. 

The GOC then came down the steps of the Cenotaph and 
ordered the Guard of Honour to remove head-dress and to 
give three cheers for HM The King — ‘a command which 
was obeyed with much enthusiasm’ — and they then marched 
behind the pipes and drums to the Royal Naval Yard where 
they joined the other detachments for the march past. Mean- 
while three aircraft from Kai Tak gave an ‘aerial salute’ on 
flying past the Cenotaph. 

There then followed the march past, led by the GOC and 
his staff, all mounted, comprising detachments from the 
Royal Navy, the Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers and 
Royal Signals, the 2nd Battalion of the Scots Guards and 
King's Own Scottish Borderers, Hong Kong Volunteer 
Defence Corps, Ist Mountain Battery, 3rd Battalion 15th 
Punjabis and the Hong Kong Mule Corps. 


Cairo and Trieste 

The Scots Guards trooped their Regimental Colour at 
Gezira, Cairo, in 1936 and 1939; that of the Ist Battalion on 
the former occasion and of the 2nd on the latter, and it was 
the Ist Battalion who trooped in Trieste in 1947. 


Dusseldorf 

Ist Battalion Welsh Guards trooped the Colour in 
Dusseldorf in 1951 —a custom which was carried out by 4th 
Guards Brigade till they moved from the Rhineland nine 
years later. Major General The Earl Cathcart, formerly 
Scots Guards, was the Brigade Major 1954-56, and recalls 
the following: ‘My duties involved the arrangements on the 
saluting base for security and the reception of the VIPs. The 
salute was invariably taken by the British Ambassador and 
the finale was a fly past by the RAF. As the Guards marched 
off parade the Ambassador was invited to withdraw from the 
saluting base into the cricket pavilion just in rear, and there 


was a short pause while the control unit called in the 
fighters. At the critical moment the Ambassador was invited 
to step forward onto the base, and the timing was such that 
he just had time to reach his position. On one occasion all 
went well; HE was ‘‘spot on"’, top hat in hand, and gazed 
skywards — only to see a small, propeller-driven bi-plane fly 
slowly past, towing a trailer of letters which spelt out **LUX 
WASCH WUNDERBAR". Consternation! The pilot, see- 
ing a large crowd gathered had taken the opportunity of 
some unexpected publicity! 

In 1959, as Lieutenant Colonel The Earl Cathcart com- 
manding Ist Battalion Scots Guards, he was in charge of the 
Dusseldorf Parade. Major J. Paget, now Lieutenant Colonel 
Sir Julian Paget, Editor of The Guards Magazine, described 
it in that Journal thus: 

There were some 6,000 spectators, including a large 
number of German guests, representatives of other 
NATO countries and members of the Soviet Military 
Mission. The ceremony differs in several respects from 
that in London. There are fewer guards and they are all 
brought onto parade by the Adjutant. Except for the 
massed bands, the parade is in battledress, and is held on 
grass. There is no inspection, and the ride past by the 
Houschold Cavalry is replaced by a drive past by a bat- 
tery of our gunners, 41st Field Regiment, who then fire 
a Royal Salute, . . . A most welcome precedent this year 
was that No. 5 Guard was found by the 2nd Battalion 
Canadian Guards who are part of the 4th Canadian 
Brigade Group stationed in BAOR. This is the first time 
that the Canadian Guards have taken part in the Queen's 
Birthday Parade alongside the Brigade of Guards, and 
we hope that it is the beginning of an even closer associa- 
tion in the future. 
The Guards were formed up in three ranks, and when the 
Escort received the Colour, the right and left hand men of 
the centre rank as well as those of the front and rear ranks 
turned outwards and ported arms. 


Moascar 
Ist and 32nd Guards Brigades were stationed in the Canal 
Zone in 1954, and a large parade was held on the polo 
ground at Moascar when the Regimental Colour of the Ist 
Battalion Irish Guards was trooped. Lieutenant General Sir 
Francis Festing, GOC, took the salute, accompanied by the 
two Brigade Commanders and their Brigade Majors 
(Brigadier G. C. Gordon Lennox and Major D. W. Fraser; 
Brigadier C. M. F. Deakin and Major D. M. A. Wedder- 
burn). Lieutenant Colonel B. O. P. Eugster was the Field 
Officer, and two guards were furnished respectively by Ist 
Battalion Irish Guards, 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards, Ist 
Battalion Welsh Guards and Ist Battalion Scots Guards, 
while the bands of 2nd Battalion Green Howards, 2nd Bat- 
talion The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, Ist Battalion The 
Durham Light Infantry and Ist Battalion The Highland Light 
Infantry were massed with the Drums of the four Foot 
Guards Battalions on parade. 

The following year, when the London Birthday Parade 
was cancelled because of a National Rail strike, two guards 
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were furnished from each of the three Foot Guards bat- 
talions in 1st Guards Brigade in the Moascar stadium under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel The Hon Miles Fitzalan 
Howard, with The Life Guards keeping the ground. The 
massed bands were from the Ist battalions of The Royal 
Warwicks, The South Staffords and The Seaforth 
Highlanders, who wore No. 3 Dress, and had been coached 
by Captain ‘Jigs’ Jaeger, Irish Guards. 
Brigadier J. C. Windsor Lewis recalls: 

A novel method (of transportation) was employed by certain 
officers of the Grenadiers who sailed down the Canal in the 
battalion yacht Meander and moored her in Lake Timsah for 
the parade itself. From the vessel emerged Major David 
Hargreaves, Commander of No. 2 Guard, the Adjutant of 
the Parade and the Ensign, all immaculately turned out and 
ready for anything. Disaster nearly overtook their enterprise 
for on the early morning of the big day it was discovered that 
native thieves had pinched the oars of their dinghy. The Ad- 
jutant saw himself swimming ashore in boots and breeches. 
Luckily they managed to attract attention and were able to 
land by normal methods. 








The format of the parade was similar to that on Horse 
Guards except that there was a fly past during the ceremony 
by Meteors of 205 Group RAF which dipped in salute over 
the arena at 400 feet as the Royal Standard was broken and 
while the troops were at the Present, and the ceremony end- 
ed with three cheers for The Queen. Brigadier Windsor 
Lewis concluded: ‘As the Guards marched away from the 
stadium by divisions behind the massed bands to the lilting 
tune of ‘Birdcage Walk’, one could not help reflecting rather 
sadly that this was the last time such a spectacle . . . would 
ever again be seen in Egypt . . . so soon now will the last 
British soldier be leaving after an epoch in history which 
will never be forgotten.’ 

Since then the Foot Guards, either on their own or with 
other units, have marked the Sovereign’s Birthday in many 
parts of the world: in Kenya at Gilgil, Nairobi and Langata; 
at Dar-es-Salaam; at Terendak, Malaysia; in Mauritius and 
Cyprus. The list is incomplete, and maybe readers of this 
article will be able to fill in the gaps. What is certain, 
however, is that wherever and whenever the Queen's 
Guards have carried out their long established tribute, the 
parade has invariably been executed with perfection and 
loyal devotion. 


a 


HOUSEHOLD DIVISION NEWS 


OPERATIONAL 


At 1700 hours on Tuesday 8th November 1989 medically 
trained members of the Household Division Bands deployed 
as emergency cover in London for the Ambulance Strike. As 
a result the number of Bands available for musical com- 
mitments throughout this busy period was reduced. 


Exercises 
Ist Battalion Coldstream Guards travelled to Kenya for 
Exercise ‘Grand Prix’ on 27th October 1989. The exercise 
lasted six weeks. 


CEREMONIAL 


ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 


A Marching Party from 2nd Battalion Scots Guards, 
under command of Captain J. D. Stewart, took part in last 
year’s Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance, held 
at the Royal Albert Hall in the presence of The Queen and 
Members of the Royal Family on Saturday 1 1th November. 
The Bands of the Scots and Welsh Guards played under the 
direction of Major P. Hannam, Welsh Guards, Senior 
Director of Music Guards Division. The Coldstream Guards 
Band was withdrawn due to the Ambulance Strike. 


LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 


A Mounted Troop from The Life Guards and the Mounted 
Band of The Blues and Royals took part in the Lord Mayor's 
Show on Saturday 11th November. This year’s Marching 
Detachment was provided by 2nd Battalion Grenadier 
Guards with the Corps of Drums of the Battalion. The 
Grenadier Guards Band was withdrawn due to the 
Ambulance Strike. 


CENOTAPH PARADE — REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 


The annual service and parade was held at the Cenotaph 
on Sunday 12th November in the presence of The Queen. 
Detachments from the Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment and Ist Battalion Irish Guards took part, together with 
the Bands of the Scots, Irish and Welsh Guards. The 
Grenadier Guards Band was withdrawn due to the 
Ambulance Strike. 


STATE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT 


On 21st November 1989, The Queen travelled in a car- 
riage procession to open Parliament. The Queen was accom- 
panied by a Sovereign's Escort of the Household Cavalry 
commanded by Major D. T. L. Hardy, The Blues and 
Royals. 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards provided a Guard 
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of Honour at Buckingham Palace which was accompanied 
by the Regimental Band and the Corps of Drums of the Bat- 
talion, and commanded by Major The Hon A. H. 
Drummond. 

At the House of Lords, a Guard of Honour under the 
command of Major S. D. Stephenson was found by Ist 
Battalion Welsh Guards, with The Queen's Colour, the 
Band of the Regiment and Corps of Drums of the Battalion. 
2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards, 2nd Battalion Scots 
Guards, Ist Battalion Irish Guards and Ist Battalion Welsh 
Guards provided the Street Liners. The Drums and Pipes of 
Ist Battalion Irish Guards replaced the Scots Guards Band 
which was withdrawn due to the Ambulance Strike. 


GUARD OF HONOUR — BUCKINGHAM PALACE 


On 29th November Ist Battalion Irish Guards provided a 
large Guard of Honour on the occasion of the visit of the 
Korean President and Mrs Roh Tae Woo to Buckingham 
Palace at the invitation of The Queen. The Guard of Honour 
was commanded by Major D. C. G. Foster, with the 
Regimental Band and Corps of Drums of the Battalion. 


GUARD OF HONOUR 
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE 


On Ist November 2nd Battalion Scots Guards provided a 
small Guard of Honour for His Excellency Mr Harri 
Holkeri, Prime Minister of Finland. The Guard of Honour 
was commanded by Captain A. D. Mathewson and accom- 
panied by the Welsh Guards Band and Pipes and Drums of 
the Battalion. 


GUARDS OF HONOUR — MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 


On 14th September Ist Battalion Irish Guards provided a 
small Guard of Honour for His Excellency Monsieur Jean 
Paul Chevenment Minister of Defence for France. The 
Guard of Honour was commanded by Major D. C. G. Foster 
with the Scots Guard Band and Pipe Band of the Battalion. 

On 2nd October Ist Battalion Coldstream Guards pro- 
vided a small Guard of Honour for His Excellency Herr 
Manfred Worner, The Secretary General of NATO. The 
Guard of Honour was commanded by Major N. J. W. Par- 
sons with the Grenadier Guards Band and Corps of Drums 
of the Battalion. 

On 20th November Ist Battalion Irish Guards provided a 
small Guard of Honour for Lieutenant General Abu-Shnaf 
Commander Defence Staff Egypt. The Guard of Honour 
was commanded by Major D. C. G. Foster, with the 
Regimental Band and Corps of Drums of the Battalion. 


STEP LINING DETACHMENT 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 


On 14th November 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards pro- 
vided a Step Lining Detachment for the visits of General P. 
C. Gration, Commander, Defence Staff Australia, and 


Lieutenant General J. A. Mace, Commander, Defence Staff 
New Zealand. The Detachment was commanded by WOII 
(CSM) A. Bradley. 


MOVES OF REGIMENTS AND BATTALIONS 
2nd Battalion Coldstream 


Guards 
The Life Guards 


from Cyprus to Chelsea — 
January 1990 

from Windsor to Sennelager 
— February 1990 

from Sennelager to Windsor 
— February 1990 

from Hounslow to Northern 
Ireland — March 1990 

from Chelsea to Berlin — 
January 1990 


The Blues and Royals 
2nd Battalion Scots Guards 


Ist Battalion Irish Guards 


THE FIELD OFFICER IN BRIGADE WAITING’S 
STAFF OF OFFICE 


Following the recent changes made in the arrangements 
for command and control of the Foot Guards, the time- 
honoured Court appointment of Field Officer in Brigade 
Waiting has become almost permanent. There remains one 
exception whereby, following recent practice for The 
Queen's Birthday Parade only, the post is temporarily taken 
by the Commanding Officer of the Battalion selected to 
Troop it's Colour. For the rest of the year this office is now 
held by the Colonel Foot Guards. 

Since 1711, the Field Officer in Brigade Waiting has been 
required to be in attendance on the Sovereign on all State 
Ceremonial occasions, and at all times to be available to 
receive The Monarch’s commands for the Foot Guards. The 
previous arrangement whereby the ‘Lieutenant Colonels 
Commanding’ so democratically took it in turn, on a 
monthly roster, to hold the post predated, by 145 years, the 
first appointment of a Major General (in 1856) to command 
the Brigade of Guards (see photo on p.175). 

In the Autumn of 1988, The Queen, as Colonel in Chief, 
authorised the construction of a Staff of Office for the Field 
Officer in recognition of the more permanent nature of the 
post for the future. A design was agreed early in the New 
Year and the making of the Staff was entrusted to Toye, 
Kenning and Spencer, Royal Warrant Holders. It was 
originally planned that the Staff, which is 2ft lin long and 
weighs 4Ib, would be covered in red velvet. However, The 
Queen, not wishing the Staff to be mistaken for a Field 
Marshal’s Baton, wisely decreed another colour. Even- 
tually, to reduce wear and to improve grip, plain fluted 
wood, painted dark blue, was decided on. The Staff is sur- 
mounted by a silver orb consisting of five flat surfaces curv- 
ing upwards and outwards to a gold rope shaped rim. Just 
below the rim are fixed the five Foot Guards Regimental 
badges. Above the rim the flat surfaces continue upward but 
now curving inwards towards a very fine Crown cast in four 
separate gold pieces. An EIIR cypher is fixed just above the 
rim and the top half of the orb can be adjusted so that the 
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cypher lies immediately above the Regimental Badge of the 
officer holding the Field Officer appointment. 

The work was completed and stamped up by the 
Birmingham Assay Office (all Hall Marks are on the inside 
of the silver and gold pieces) in mid-November so that The 
Queen was able to see and approve the Staff just in time for 
it to be carried for the first time at the State Opening of 
Parliament. 


In his letter confirming Her Majesty’s approval of the 
Staff, the Private Secretary said ‘‘The Queen is pleased that 
her Field Officer in Brigade Waiting will, hence forward, 
have a Staff of Office appropriate to his position and to his 
proximity to Her Majesty on ceremonial occasions involv- 
ing the Household Division’’. At the same time The Queen 
decided that for the future it would be ‘right and proper’ for 
the Field Officer to wear Aiguillettes. 


HONOURS AND AWARDS 
NEW YEARS HONOURS LIST 


KCB 
Lieutenant General C. R. L. Guthrie, LVO, OBE, formerly Welsh Guards 


CBE 
Colonel A. De C. L. Leask, OBE, formerly Scots Guards 


OBE 
Lieutenant Colonel W. R. Clarke, MBE, Grenadier Guards 
Lieutenant Colonel S. Fordham, Welsh Guards 


MBE 
Major W. E. Matthews, Irish Guards 
Captain P. T. Dunkerley, Grenadier Guards 


BEM 
Colour Sergeant A. J. West, Grenadier Guards 
Colour Sergeant C. G. Caton, Coldstream Guards 
Sergeant A. T. Wedesch, Grenadier Guards 
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OFFICERS’ APPOINTMENTS 


THE LIFE GUARDS 
Lieutenant Colonel A. P. De Ritter — DS Staff College Jan 90. 
Captain C. N. Mitford-Slade — HQ 5 Airborne Bde Feb 90. 


THE BLUES AND ROYALS 
Lieutenant Colonel G. T. R. Birdwood — Commanding Officer Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment Mar 90. 


GRENADIER GUARDS 
Colonel E. T. Hudson — Deputy Commander 8 Inf Bde Oct 89. 
Major A. R. K. Bagnall — Guards Depot Mar 90, 
Major J. S. Lloyd - MOD Feb 90. 
Captain G. C. R. Gottlieb — No 4+ Dagger Course RMCS Mar 90. 
Captain J. P. W. Gatehouse — Instructor RMA Sandhurst Dee 89. 
Major (LE) D. J. Webster — BMATT Zimbabwe Feb 90. 


COLDSTREAM GUARDS 
Major S. M. Alabaster — MOD Apr 90. 
Captain W. G. Cubitt — Army Command and Statf Course, Division 2 Jan 90. 
Lieutenant G. R. Muir — Attached 2 PARA Dec 89. 
Major (LE) J. G. Savelle — Royal Military School of Music Apr 90. 
Major (LE) D. R. Yorke — | COLDM Gds Mar 90. 
Major (LE) R. Watson — 2 COLDM GDS Jan 90. 


SCOTS GUARDS 
Lieutenant Colonel T. S. Spicer — DS Staff College Jan 90. 
Captain M. G. Bence-Trower — Mozambique Training Team Apr 90. 
Captain C. S. T. Page — Adjutant 2 SG Mar 90. 
Captain (LE) C. J. Loveday — NCOs Tactics Wing Brecon Nov 89. 


IRISH GUARDS 
Lieutenant Colonel R. J. S. Bullock-Webster —- MOD May 90. 


WELSH GUARDS 
Lieutenant Colonel A. J. G. Wight — HQ Northern Ireland Jan 90. 


rr 


FORECAST OF EVENTS 


A forecast of events involving the Household Division is set out below. It is a guide only at this stage. 
Ist March Saint David's Day 
10th March The Birthday of Prince Edward 
17th March Saint Patrick's Day 


20th April Concert — Massed Bands of the Guards Division, at the Festival Hall, 
London 

21st April The Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen 

23rd April Saint George's Day 

24th April The Major General's Inspection of the Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment, Hyde Park 

31st May Presentation of New Colours to Ist Battalion Welsh Guards 
5th, 6th, 7th June Beating Retreat, Horse Guards Parade 


16th June Queen's Birthday Parade 
18th June The Garter Service, Windsor 
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The Sovereign’s Escort, on the State Opening of Parliament, commanded by Maj D. T. L. Hardy, RHG/D, about to pass through 
the Archway on Horse Guards Parade. 
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Colonel Sir Brian Barttelot, Colonel Foot Guards, with his Staff of Office. 
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Maj The Hon VL Drummond, 2d Battalion Grenadier Guards. is ta down, face fist. by Capt h Garrat), with 
Capt © ROW Vicars. daring the Battalion’s exercse on Dartmoor 
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<< 
Musn Kirk, Welsh Guards Band, the first ‘Army Midwife’ during the Ambulance dispute, with the baby he helped to deliver, and 
the mother. 
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2Lieutenant J. Campbell-Johnston, Ist Battalion Irish Guards, ‘aboard’ a ship of the desert, during a visit to Egypt (when he went 
to Cyprus on Exercise ‘Lion Sun’). 


GUARDS MAGAZI 


At the Opening of the Hyde Park Manege The Princess Royal talks to Captain B. J. McKie watched by 
S. V. Gilbart-Denham and Colonel A. H. Parker Bowles. 


The Staff of Office of the Colonel Foot Guards. 
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MISCELLANY 


FUNERAL OF FIELD MARSHAL SIR 
RICHARD HULL, KG, GCB, DSO, MA 


4th October 1989 


The funeral of Field Marshal Sir Richard Hull was not so 
much a Military funeral as that of a Knight of the Garter, for 
the Ficld Marshal was a Member of that Most Noble Order: 
the Premier Order of Chivalry, comprising the Sovereign 
and 25 Knight Companions. 

The last Military Knight of the Garter to receive this ser- 
vice was Field Marshal Sir Gerald Templar in 1979. 

The Procession Marshal, Colonel Sir Brian Barttelot 
(Colonel Foot Guards) led the way to the Castle Approach. 
Behind him marched Blenheim and Waterloo Companies of 
RMA Sandhurst, followed by detachments of The Life 
Guards, Ist Battalion Coldstream and tst Battalion Irish 
Guards and the 17th/2Ist Lancers (Field Marshal Sir 
Richard's old Regiment). Following the bands of the Scots 
and Irish Guards was The Major General Commanding the 
Household Division and his Staff, followed by the Insignia 
Bearers. 

The gun carriage bearing the coffin was pulled by six 
chargers of the King's Troop, Royal Horse Artillery. A 
19-gun salute, fired by the King’s Troop, began as the 
funeral procession stepped off and the last gun was fired as 
the gun carriage halted at the West Deor of St George's 
Chapel. 





The coffin is saluted at the bottom of the steps leading to 
St George’s Chapel. 


The Queen’s Birthday Parade in the Canal Zone, 
June 1955 


Field Marshal Sir Richard Hull, then a Major General, 
was General Otficer Commanding British Troops Egypt, in 
1955, and took the Salute on the Queen's Birthday Parade at 
Moascar in June of that year.! 


Two Guards were found from each of the three battalions 
in Ist Guards Brigade. The Colour Trooped was that of 2nd 
Battalion Grenadier Guards, the Escort and No 2 Guard be- 
ing found by that Battalion. The remaining four Guards 
were found by Ist Battalion Irish and Ist Battalion Welsh 
Guards. The Life Guards provided the Ground Keepers. 

The Parade was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel The 
Hon Miles Fitzalan Howard, Grenadier Guards. The Major 
of the Parade was Major R. S. Langton, Irish Guards? and 
the Adjutant was Captain P. J. C. Ratcliffe, Grenadier 
Guards. 


Archivist’s Notes: 

1. The Queen's Birthday Parade did not take place in London in 
1955 owing to a railway strike. 

2. The father of Lieutenant Colonel C. R. Langton, the present 
Brigade Major. 





A general view of the parade during the march past in slow time. 
The Army Commander, Major-General R. A. Hull, C.B., D.S.O., taking the salute 


THE GUARDS MUSEUM 

There was an encouraging improvement during 1989 in 
the fortunes of the Guards Museum. The numbers attending 
increased considerably and were about double those in 
1988. A series of corporate functions on the premises pro- 
duced income, and it is intended to continue with this during 
1990; the Museum is already booked for two weeks for 
evening functions during early June when Beating Retreat 
takes place on Horse Guards. 

The Executive Appeal Committee, under Major Ion 
Calvocoressi, has made considerable progress in planning 
and implementing a series of fund-raising activities for 
1990, and it is very much hoped that through these and other 
activities, together with donations from those who have not 
yet given, the outstanding debt will be paid off before the 
end of 1990, and a start made in funding the Museum for the 
future. At least £200,000 is still needed. A Ladies’ Com- 
mittee has been set up under the chairmanship of Lady 


Barttelot. 
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The events proposed for 1990 are as follows: 


27th March U.S. Choir Concert in the Guards 
Chapel. (No tickets required) 

20th April Massed Band Concert in the Royal 
Festival Hall. 

15th May Polo Match at Smiths Lawn. 


Peninsular War Battlefield Tour to 
Spain and Portugal. 


24th May-Ist June 


11th June Royal Banquet at Hampton Court 
Palace. 

14.15 & 16thJune Flower Festival in the Guards 
Chapel. (No tickets required) 

29th June-Ist July Household Division —_ Waterloo 
Weckend. 


Further details of the Concert are given on an insert in this 
number, together with booking forms, and it is very much 
hoped that readers will support these fund raising events 
generously so that the Guards Museum can get firmly 
established and on a sound financial footing during 1990. 


ORDER OF THE BOOT 
Anextract from The Daily Telegraph by W. POOLE, Esq. 

There is no proper hunting in Germany. Hitler stopped it 
because he thought it was crucl. The British Army of Oc- 
cupation took packs of foxhounds with them as a matter of 
course. Foxhunting stopped with the restoration of German 
sovercignty. The ever-resourceful Brits simply turned their 
attention to hunting men. This form of hunting is known as 
the ‘Clean Boot’. which means that hounds hunt only the 
scent of the man, with no artificial additives. The best 
hounds for this job are Bloodhounds, or Bloodhound/Fox- 
hounds. 

The only remaining pack of *Boothounds’ is the Weser 
Vale and 1989 is their 20th anniversary. They were found- 
ed, and are still maintained, by the Household Cavalry, one 
regiment of which is always in Germany. 

J attended a recent meet at the Officers’ Mess of The Blues 
and Royals, near Sennelager in West Germany. The Blues 
and Royals seek excellence in everything. 

The scene was no different to a meet of foxhounds in 
England, except that the Quarry (Lt Andrew Wilkinson) was 
also at the meet, flexing his muscles and tightening the 
sinews with an invigorating glass of port. He then loped off 
into the wide yonder of the Sennelager training range. 

After ten minutes’ ‘law’ and perhaps another glass of port, 
Lt William Wakeham (the Huntsman) moved off with his 
hounds to hunt down his ferocious prey. 

There was a field of about 20 under the stern eye of Major 
Toby Browne. All ranks and several regiments were repre- 
sented, as well as a few German civilians. I was driven with 
great cavalry élan by Capt Gerry McCullough. 

We hurried to a bridge across a seething main road. 
Quarry, hounds and full supporting cast were confidently 
expected to cross the bridge. Such is the speed of events with 
the Weser Vale that we could do no more than look sadly at 
recent hoofprints. 





The Commanding Officer, The Blues and Royals, ‘temporarily 
off games’, with Lady Fitzpatrick and Lt W. F. C. Wakeham 
and his bloodhounds. 


There were two hunts scheduled for the day. Four is the 
norm, but the area available was somewhat straitened by the 
military activities of the Bundeswehr (German Army). We 
took up a position for the second line in the hope that this 
time we should see the ‘full panoply of the case unfold’. 

The waiting time was helped by the arrival of Mrs Gordon 
Birdwood with a car-load of goodies. This seldom happens 
during the rather more rugged sport of foxhunting. So we 
munched and sipped and raised our glasses to the sweating 
figure of Lt Wilkinson as he burst out of the undergrowth. 

‘The buggers killed me the last time," he said as he 
thundered past. | must say he looked very well on it. 

The booming cry of the hounds got louder and I climbed 
the bank to get a view. The big black hounds came surging 
across the open heath and stopped to eye me speculatively. 
Then they harooshed and boomed away and we were able to 
cast a critical eye on the mounted followers as they made the 
most of the jumps which are scattered about the heath. 

The Quarry had obligingly doubled back so we were able 
to stay with Mrs. Birdwood's hospitality and watch the final 
stage of the hunt which ended with Lt Wilkinson covered in 
muddy paw marks and a severely licked face. 

Tt was then time for a tour of the stables and riding school 
— an amazing complex built without one penny of public 
money. It allows all-weather equitation to take place and is 
used for training men and horses for Mounted Duties when 
the regiment returns to England. The hounds are snugly 
kennelled in some converted pigsties. 

The German civilian financial support is vital to the hunt. 
It is interesting to note that the Anglo-German Community 
Relations Fund subscribes to the hunt because of the good- 
will that it produces, especially among the farming com- 
munity. 

The members of the Weser Vale Hunt are some of the best 
ambassadors the British Army has among the German 
people. I wish them well. 
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1st HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY REGIMENT 
DINING CLUB 
The 44th Annual Dinner and Reunion will be held in the 
WOs & NCOs Mess, Hyde Park Barracks, on Saturday 6th 
October 1990. 
All enquiries to 0! 478 3452 or 01 836 8155. 


HYDE PARK MANEGE 

The Princess Royal opened the new Hyde Park Manege, 
with a children's playground nearby, on 16th November. 
The £100,000 required was mainly raised by the Crown 
Equerry, Lieutenant Colonel Seymour Gilbart-Denham, 
from many sources including the City of London, 
Westminster City Council, the Sports Council, the 
Knightsbridge Group, the Duke of Westminster and various 
Livery Companies. 

The manege can be used, free of charge, by all those who 
ride in the Park, as well as the Riding for the Disabled, 


and it is a welcome addition to the amenities of Hyde Park. 


ANNIVERSARY 


On 13th November, 1989, The Grand Duke of Luxembourg 
celebrated His Silver Jubilee as Head of State. 

His Chamberlain, Colonel G. Frantz, together with the 
Regimental Adjutant Irish Guards, planned for the Irish 
Guards Band to travel ‘secretly’ to Luxembourg to take part 
in a performance with the Luxembourg Army Band at the 
Grand Ducal Palace. 

The Band, together with Major R. J. S. Bullock-Webster 
and WO] (Supt Clerk) M. E. J. O'Neill, travelled out very 
early on 13th November, and made their surprise appear- 
ance outside the Grand Ducal Palace that night. 

The Grand Duke was delighted with the performance, 
which was given extensive coverage on the local television 
network. 


GALLIPOLI 


By THE EpiTor 


1990 is the 75th anniversary of the Gallipoli Campaign, and 
the Turkish Government are arranging that it will be 
celebrated with remembrance ceremonies and reunions on 
the actual battlefields. The Gallipoli Peninsula, which I 
visited twice in 1989, is a moving place, for it evokes strong 
images of the bitter fighting that took place there. The bat- 
tlefield area is now a National Park, and it contains many 
impressive monuments, which help one to identify where 
the events of 1915 took place. The dominating feature is the 
900-foot peak of Chanak Bair, from where one can see the 
three main areas of fighting: Anzac Cove, Cape Helles and 
Suvla Bay. 

It is intriguing that just across the Dardanelles lies the an- 
cient city of Troy, where Greeks and Trojans fought, around 
1250 Bc, for the same objective as did the Allies over 3,000 
years later, i.e. contro! of the Dardanelles. It is possible to 
visit both battlefields in one day, though it does test one’s 
history somewhat. 


The Reason Why 

When war broke out in 1914, Turkey came in on the German 
side, and thus became a serious threat in the Middle East. By 
blocking the Dardanelles she also prevented the Allies from 
sending any aid to their ally, Russia, who was being hard 
pressed by the Germans. At the end of 1914 Russia appealed 
for help, and Winston Churchill, as First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, proposed an operation to open up the Dardanelles 
with a purely naval force, a plan with which the War Cabinet 
agreed. 


It was a brilliant strategic concept, risky but with con- 
siderable possible benefits. Success would make it possible 
to send vital support to Russia and would also deprive Ger- 
many of Turkey as an ally. It would relieve pressure on the 
Middle East and on the Western Front and would open up a 
Second Front in the Balkans. It might well have shortened 
the war, but unfortunately the execution was disastrous, and 
it ended in a shameful withdrawal. 


The Campaign 

On 15th February 1915 the Allied Navy bombarded the 
Turkish gun positions at the south end of the Dardanelles, 
but this achieved little except to give away any chance of 
surprise in future operations. 

On 18th March an Anglo-French flect of 18 battleships 
sailed into the Dardanelles with guns blazing, hoping to 
break through to Constantinople. But when three ships were 
sunk or disabled by mines, the attack was abandoned that 
evening. It was not renewed the next day or during the rest 
of the campaign; a grave mistake (as it transpired later) for 
the Turks were in fact on the verge of surrender that first 
day. 

This repulse of the Allied fleet naturally boosted Turkish 
morale, and it was a supreme example of how one ‘not par- 
ticularly important’ individual can by chance influence 
events and affect history. The man in this case was a Turk, 
called Colonel! Gheel, who commanded a small minelayer, 
Nousret. On the night before the Allied attack he laid just 20 
mines in an unconventional position slightly away from the 
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main minefield. It was some of these mines that sank or 
disabled the three Allied battleships, and so made the British 
Admiral, de Robeck, call off the attack in the moment of 
possible victory. The Nousret, incidentally, is now installed 
in dry dock in Canakkale as a monument to this exploit. 
The War Cabinet had decided on /2th March that there 
must also be a military landing, and they appointed General 
Sir Ian Hamilton as C-in-C. He was a very experienced com- 
mander, but not a forceful personality, and he also believed 
firmly in not interfering with his subordinates during a bat- 
tle, an attitude that was unfortunately to prove disastrous. 
He did not have an encouraging start. His instructions 
from Lord Kitchener covered only half a sheet of paper, and 
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he was given just 48 hours to assemble his staff (which did 
not include a Quartermaster General)! Security was almost 
non-existent, and the Turks, under an outstanding German 
commander, General Liman von Sanders, soon learned of 
the Allied intentions, and had a month in which to prepare, 
using it to increase their strength on the Gallipoli peninsula 
some six-fold. Hamilton meanwhile had only a month in 
which to mount a major amphibious operation from scratch. 
On Sth April Admiral Fisher, the 74-year-old First Sea 
Lord, suddenly turned against the whole operation, and 
wrote to Churchill with the well-known comment *.. . 
Damn the Dardanelles. They will be our grave.’ But he later 
gave his reluctant support, and the operation went ahead. 
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D Day was set for 25th April, which happened to be a Sun- 
day, as was Blenheim (1704) Badajoz (1812), Waterloo 
(1815), and Inkerman (1854). Hamilton had only 75,000 
men against 85,000 well entrenched Turks, and he decided 
to land at eight different points so as to confuse the enemy as 
to his main thrust. It was a sound plan and it came very near 
to success. 

Three of the five landings made at Cape Helles were suc- 
cessful, but they were not exploited as they could have been. 
Two landings failed with heavy losses, and an airman 
described how at one beach the sea was pink with blood for 
a quarter of a mile offshore. 

At Anzac Cove the Australians and New Zealanders were 
unfortunately landed one mile off target, and instead of easy 
slopes found steep rugged cliffs. But they pushed forward 
most gallantly, and a few even reached the main objective, 
the peak of Chanak Bair. 

Then came the second instance in this campaign of one in- 
dividual shaping history. The nearest Turkish troops to 
Chanak Bair were several miles away, but they happened to 
be a battalion commanded by a brilliant soldier called Col- 
onel Mustafa Kemal, who immediately appreciated the vital 
importance of preventing the Allies from seizing that 
feature. 

Leading his battalion forward, he checked the few 
Australians who had reached the summit. Then, without any 
authority, he threw in the only Turkish reserve battalion 
with the famous order ‘I do not order you to attack. I order 
you to die. In the time that passes until we die, other troops 
and commanders can take our place.’ 

The suicidal attack regained Chanak Bair, which then re- 
mained in Turkish hands throughout the campaign. Mustafa 
Kemal survived to become the founder and president of 
modern Turkey and was better known as Kemal Ataturk. 
Had he not been the man on the spot at Chanak Bair at that 
moment, the Gallipoli Campaign might well have been an 
Allied success. As it was, 80,000 men were confined to two 
small bridgcheads from which they never managed to break 


out. 





Anzac Cove, looking North towards Suvia Bay. 


Stalemate now developed, with grim close-quarter 
fighting and heavy casualties on both sides. Several oppor- 
tunities were lost by Hamilton's refusal to intervene during 
a battle, and one cannot help thinking what Wellington 
would have done in his place. He would have been well for- 
ward, in close control and would undoubtedly have seized 
the opportunities that Hamilton missed. 

On 6th August 20,000 fresh British troops landed at Suvla 
Bay as part of a sound plan, but the generalship shown was 
abysmal, and the attack failed with 35% casualties. The 
gallantry of the troops was however magnificent. The 
Gurkhas all but gained Chanak Bair, while the Gloucesters, 
despite losing every single officer and sergeant, still fought 
on for 24 hours. 

In October Hamilton was relieved of his command, and 
his successor, Sir Charles Monro, decided within 24 hours 
that the only course was a withdrawal. This prompted an 
angry Churchill to describe him caustically as ‘an officer of 
swift decision: he came, he saw, he capitulated.” The 
evacuation was carried out in December 1915 and January 
1916, and was ironically the only success of the campaign, 
some 80,000 men and 250 guns being got away without loss. 

But it had been an ignominious defeat, with some 250,000 
casualties, which was 50% of the troops involved. It was a 
campaign too that was probably lost unnecessarily — through 
inept generalship, both in Whitehall and at Gallipoli, inade- 
quate support at home and many missed opportunities. 


The Battlefield 

Gallipoli is an interesting and easy battlefield to identify 
(though it is rather tricky to get to). The main areas of 
fighting are distinguishable not only by the many monu- 
ments, but also by the 31 small cemeteries (beautifully main- 
tained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission), 
which are, in general, sited close to where the battles took 
place. 

The starting point for a visit to Gallipoli is usually Canak- 
kale (formerly Chanak) and one crosses from there to the 
peninsula by ferry. At the entrance to the National Park 
round Chanak Bair is a small museum with a few relics, but 
also some good maps, and it is a convenient spot at which to 
pick up one’s bearings. Half a mile beyond is the gentle 
beach of Gaba Tepe, where the Australians and New 
Zealanders should have landed, and one drives past it to the 
steep cliffs of Anzac Cove. 

This is a poignant spot indeed, with a cemetery right on 
the shore, and several others just inshore. Particularly mov- 
ing is a monument on which is a remarkable message of 
reconciliation penned by the same Mustafa Kemal in 1934, 
and which reads: 

Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives, 
you are now in the soil of a friendly country; therefore 
rest in peace. There is no difference between the John- 
nies and the Mehmets. To us they lie side by side, here 
in this country of ours. You, the mothers, who sent their 
sons from far away countries, wipe away your tears. 
Your sons are now lying in our bosom and are in peace. 
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The Anzac Cove Cemetery. 





After having lost their lives on this land, they have 
become our sons as well. 
Ataturk. 1934. 


From Anzac Cove the road leads on to Suvla Bay, but it is 
not really worth the hour's drive unless one is particularly 
interested in that battle. It is better to retrace one’s steps to 
Gaba Tepe beach and turn left up the long, gentle slope to 
Chanak Bair. On the dominating peak there are several 


impressive monuments, and some re-constructed trenches; 
the views in all directions are magnificent, and one can see 
the Dardanelles, Anzac Cove, Suvla Bay and almost to Cape 
Helles. One realises immediately why this feature was the 
key to the whole campaign; it is also, to my mind, the key to 
any visit to the battlefields of Gallipoli. 

On the way back down the hill one passes Lone Pine 
Cemetery, which was the scene of bitter close-quarter 
fighting, with the trenches only yards apart. It makes an ap- 
propriate final stopping-place, at which to pay tribute to the 
many men from Australia and New Zealand who volun- 
teered so eagerly to fight for us and died so far from home. 

For those who have time, Cape Helles is well worth a 
visit, as one can see quite clearly the sites of the five landings 
by the British 29th Division and the Gurkhas. On my Bat- 
tleficld Tours we went to Chanak Bair and then went by sea 
down the Dardanelles to Cape Helles from where we sailed 
north to Suvla Bay. This is a fascinating trip, as one not only 
sails through the area of the naval battle, but also sees all the 
landing sites from the sea. 

There will surely be very few survivors of 1915 at the an- 
niversary celebrations at Gallipoli this year, but those that 
are there will undoubtedly meet, as in 1960, in the spirit of 
Kemal Ataturk’s message. Whatever the verdict on the con- 
duct of the Gallipoli Campaign, it will always be rightly 
remembered for the great gallantry of the front line troops of 
both sides. 


EXERCISE ‘EVANS TRIANGLE’, 17TH JULY — 8TH AUGUST 1989 


By CapTaiN R. M. T. REAMES 
Grenadier Guards 


Park, British Columbia on the morning of 11th 

June 1966. To Leslie Evans and his 14-year-old son, 
John, it seemed ideal for a hike. But by late afternoon a sud- 
den, freak storm arose, followed by avalanches throughout 
the night. When the two failed to appear the next morning a 
search and rescue operation was launched, but to no avail. 
The bodies were never found. 

Twenty-three years later the two surviving sons, who had 
moved to England after the tragedy, found themselves retur- 
ning to Canada for the first time, on Exercise ‘Medicine 
Man III’. For Colour Sergeant G. Evans and Sergeant D. 
Evans, both of the Ist Battalion, it was a chance to climb the 
mountain that had since been named after their father and 
brother. An expedition was planned with members of the 
Signals Platoon under Captain R. M. T. Reames with the 
idea of spending three weeks adventure training in Golden 
Ears Park. 

It soon became evident that despite the long absence of the 
Evans's, Canadian contacts were as strong as ever. John 


Ts sky was clear over Golden Ears Provincial 


Hume, the man who had Ied the search party in 1966, agreed 
to be our guide and within weeks offers of hospitality and ac- 
commodation were proffered along with a host of local in- 
formation to aid planning. As soon as the exercise was over, 
the ten-strong team drove through the Rockies arriving on 
the outskirts of Vancouver 18 hours later. John Hume had 
arranged accommodation in a secluded winter ski-lodge, a 
log cabin complete with sauna, jacuzzi and assorted wild life 
that inhabited the rooms. It was only minutes before the 
accumulated grime and dust of the prairie was being purged 
from every pore. This lodge became our base for the next 
few wecks and it proved ideal for unloading our equipment 
and as an alternative from which to hike. 

Our guide had also arranged free camping for us as well as 
generating a great deal of Jocal press interest in the return of 
the Evans brothers. On the morning of the climb of Evans 
Peak, a TV cameraman arrived to record our departure. 
Weighted down with bags of cement to anchor the cross we 
had brought with us, our packs were heavy; none were as 
cumbersome as the cross, however, strapped to the Colour 
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The complete team having a well-deserved rest at the top of 
Evans Mountain. 


Sergeant's pack. The route via the South face had no marked 
path and was known only to John Hume. Initially it was 
deceptively straightforward but after half an hour it 
developed into a scramble through secondary growth forest 
on a near-vertical slope. The bushwacking through thick 
vegetation and up rocky gullies was exhausting in the heat 
and we emerged only once into sunlight ona rocky outcrop. 
It was perfectly timed; as we free-climbed, a helicopter from 
the television station filmed us for the evening news. They 
had ample opportunity for footage as Gdsm Biggerstaff, 
grinning at the camera, glanced down at the drop when his 
fect became as frozen as his smile! 

After seven hours, drenched in perspiration, clothes 
ripped and cursing the flies, we reached the summit and the 
magnificent views of the Park. The cross was assembled 
with its commemorative brass plaque and was anchored in 
place. There were only a few moments for quiet reflection at 
the significance of it all before we descended ungraciously 
on our backsides clearing enough undergrowth to make a 
semblance of a path . . . a path that has since been named 
Grenadier Trail. 


Though we had achieved our main aim early in the expedi- 
tion there was a greal deal more we wanted to achieve. We 
tackled Golden Ears Mountain after a day’s rest; a two-day 
climb which yielded the most awesome panorama of the 
wild and rugged British Columbia country and an abundance 
of berries and vegetation that John Hume persuaded us to 
eat. Pockets of snow still lay thick at the summit and we 
were able to camp near the top overlooking Pitt Lake in 
preparation for an early morning assault. 

We chose Pitt Lake for a three-day canoe expedition into 
the heart of unexplored country. The canoes were a novelty 
for some, as LCp! Gates demonstrated when he and his part- 
ner capsized within minutes. Yet even he did not take the 
prize for aquatic incompetence. Once again Gdsm Big- 
gerstaff shone on our day of white-water rafting down the 
Thompson River. Flung out by rapids three times he was 
nearly awarded a submariner’s badge. The white water raft- 
ing was undoubtedly a highlight of the trip; a day of paddling 
frantically through rapids christened with names usually 
associated with death, mayhem and dismemberment. Yet 
even the aquaphobic and white-knuckled LCp! Dunstan 
agreed afterwards it was worth it! The canoe trip on the 
other hand was more gentle and we were able to stop at 
leisure and hike inland to disused gold and copper mines or 
abandoned communities now overgrown with cedar, maple 
and hemlock. 

Throughout the whole trip we were constantly amazed by 
the varied, rugged and seemingly endless wilderness of 
British Columbia and its harsh beauty. In seeing Gdsm Ellis 
gnawing tree bark in the belief that it tasted of liquorice or 
Sgt White catch his first fish (rumours that it was a kipper 
are false) one realized it was possible to return quickly to 
basic necessities. In direct contrast one was also able to ap- 
preciate the warmth and hospitality of the locals we met who 
made the trip so memorable with their offers to waterski, fly 
or play baseball (a game which the platoon soon mastered to 
the locals’ chagrin). 

The expedition was gruelling, challenging and above all 
enjoyed immensely by all. For two people, in particular, it 
had laid to rest a memory of 23 years. 


PUBLIC DUTIES AND QUEEN’S GUARD 


he following extracts are taken from ‘A Guards- 

man's Memories’, written by Major General Lord 

Gleichen, late Grenadier Guards, and published in 

1932. Readers may consider them both interesting and 
amusing, when compared to the present day. 

Major General Lord Gleichen was born in 1863, and was 

commissioned into the Grenadier Guards in 1881. His 


military duties took him to Abyssinia, Algeria, Corsica, 
Egypt, France, Germany, Holland, Ireland, Mexico, 
Morocco, Montenegro, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, 
Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey and the United States of America. 
He also found time to spend leave in Austria, Canada, Per- 
sia and Russia! He died in 1938. 

‘I joined the Ist Battalion Grenadiers at Chelsea in 1881. 
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What shall I say about my life then and for the next three 
years? It was the usual routine, coupled with plenty of 
amusement, of a young subaltern in London. We did not 
work so hard in those days as the soldiers of to-day. Adju- 
tant’s field-days in the Park, plenty of drill in the mornings, 
‘small reports’, lots of guards and picquets. courts-martial, 
a weekly ‘shint-smelling’! and an occasional CO's parade 
or field-day made up the sum of it. There was no training of 
the men as we understand it now, nor lectures to them, ex- 
cept fora few weeks in the Summer at Aldershot or Pirbright 
(which included some rather perfunctory musketry), and we 
thought ourselves badly used if (except on guard days) we 
did not find ourselves free every day by luncheon-time. As 
for leave, commanding officers and seconds-in-command 
expected at least six months’ leave in the year, and 
sometimes got eight! The four months between the middle of 
March and the middle of July constituted the ‘drill season’, 
and was the only time when we were all present with the bat- 
talion and really thoroughly worked. Even then, it was 
nothing very serious, though the discipline was always jolly 
good; and we prided ourselves with justice, on being the 
smartest battalion in the Army. 

The junior subaltern of a battalion, was not so blessed in 
his leave as the senior officers. As far as I was concerned, I 
got no leave at all between 1881 and 1885, except | own up, 
a month which I wangled out of a brother subaltern in full 
(but unfilled) expectation of being able to pay him back; and 
this I spent in chamois-shooting in the Tirol. Duty on 
Queen's Guard, or ‘Buck House”? or the Tylt Guard (at the 
present Horse Guards, Whitehall) or Bank, occupied most 
of my time in those days. And it was not a common thing, 
during the leave season, to find oneself breakfasting on 
Guard every day for a week or ten days at a time: on one 
day, off the next, on the next, and so on. 

Although rather irksome, these Guards were not very 
strenuous. We paraded in barracks at 10.10 (Chelsea Bar- 
racks) or 10.30 (Wellington Barracks), marched on Guard, 
relieved the Guard coming off, and then had an excellent and 
enormous breakfast at a grateful country’s expense. 
Thereafter there was nothing to do for the rest of the day till 
dinnertime (we had no luncheon, we were too full) except to 
inspect a couple of reliefs of sentries and march them off. In 
those days we did not even have to go round the sentries and 
hear them their orders. Until we adjourned to the Guards 
Club between four and seven, we filled in the time either by 
reading and writing or by various games, such as airgun 
shooting (with darts), dominoes or shove-ha'penny, at 
which last pastime we were peculiarly efficient. I never 
heard of anyone playing this game except on Guard, where 
it was a relic of the distant past. Subalterns* courts-martial 
were also sometimes held, with dire results to the culprit. 
Our creature comforts were looked after by the head waiter, 
Paul Leroy, a Frenchman who had fought in the Franco- 
German War, and who, in addition to his talents in waiter- 
ing, used to fill us up with all the latest tips and racing 
gossip. Excellent man, he only retired in 1922 after forty- 
seven years faithful service.* 

There was also a first-rate dinner (again at public expense) 


for ten people, ie, the five officers on Guard, the two ‘tin- 
belly’ officers from the Whitehall mounted Guard, and three 
others — Gold Stick, Silver Stick, and Field Officer in 
Brigade Waiting. The last three hardly ever came, and their 
places were taken by the guests of the Captain of the Guard, 
or of other officers. Extra guests had to be paid for, fifteen 
shillings a nob. After dinner, which was always a cheery 
feast washed down by excellent Pol Roger or Dagonet (alas, 
no more)*, we at once adjourned to cards. The play was 
generally pretty high, or it would be considered so 
nowadays. Whist was supposed to be de rigueur, but as a 
matter of fact it was generally nap, poker, loo, or baccarat. 
In “Bully” Oliphant's time he used to get some fairly stiff 
gamblers together, and it was nothing for fellows to bet £25 
on the turn of a card, or to win or lose £200 or more a night. 
Captains were, however, always careful to prevent their 
subalterns from playing for more than they could afford, and 
the high players were generally civilians, (But all the same 
I remember myself, with the usual beginner's luck, winning 
£78 at loo the very first time I played, and I did not drop 
much of it subsequently.) As time went on, however, this 
gambling reached the ears of the higher authorities, and 
peremptory orders came down limiting the games to whist 
and nap at very modest stakes indeed. 

Everyone was turned out at 10.55 pm; the officers went to 
their different Guards, and the Captain went ‘Grand 
Rounds’ in state, preceded by a minute drummer carrying an 
enormous lantern, and followed by the Sergeant of the 
Guard and a file of men. The Lieutenant went his rounds at 
} am and the Ensign at 3, with much the same escort, except 
that the sentries only ‘shouldered’ to them, whilst they 
‘presented” to the Captain. (It always struck me as being 
rather comic that out of all the hundreds of people that 
passed them during their two hours of sentry-go, the only 
ones that they challenged with a ‘Halt-who-comes-there?’ 
were the only ones they knew: but such were the orders.) 
Lord! how sleepy one did get before 3 am! It used in the 
early days to be the understood thing that the Lieutenant kept 
the Ensign company till that hour, playing cards or yarning; 
but gradually it fell into disuse, and no wonder. All! the 
same, I remember many heart-to-heart talks with certain 
Lieutenants in the midnight hours* — confidences and breast 
searchings alike, varied by bouts of single poker or picquet; 
I wonder if the same things happen nowadays. 

When I joined, ‘Old Joey’ Davies commanded the bat- 
talion, with Cis Ricardo as his very smart adjutant. Colonel 
Clive commanded the regiment, and Major General 
Higginson® (whom we were all delighted to welcome at the 
Regimental Dinner of 1926 at the great age of ninety-nine 
years and eleven months) the Home District. Several of the 
senior officers in the Brigade had seen service in the 
Crimea, but there had been small opportunity since then of 
taking part in any campaigns, though a few, who had 
devoted their leave to getting a taste of active service, 
sported medals gained in Ashanti or Zululand, or on the In- 
dian frontier. 

In those days we used to change quarters in London and 
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Windsor every six months. I cannot conceive what the ob- 
ject of these perpetual! changes was, and it must have cost the 
country a nice little bit of money; but I suppose it was a relic 
of the past. We shifted about, therefore, between Chelsea 
and Wellington Barracks and the Tower (no Underground 
Railway then beyond the Mansion House) and Windsor with 
startling rapidity, and occasionally put in a year in Dublin, 
which was one of our regular stations. A strange old custom 
there was, too, in the shape of ‘Muster’ twice a year. The 
whole battalion had to parade and march individually past a 
*‘Muster-Master’ — a faded old individual in a nondescript 
uniform who turned up on these occasions from the Lord 
knows where. Every man had to answer to his name, from 
the CO to the last-joined tailor-boy. In the old days no doubt 
this was very necessary, when the CO's used personally to 
pay for their men on unchecked lists and clothe them by 
private arrangement; and the appalling frauds which used to 
take place in William and Anne’s times, and even among the 
Georges, were no doubt gradually checked by ‘Muster’. But 
why this crusted old arrangement should still go on when all 
pay and clothing administration was done by special of- 
ficials, and checked and counter-checked, and audited and 
counter-audited ad nauseam, I do no know; perhaps they 
were waiting for the last old Muster-Master to dic. If so, he 
must have given up the ghost about 1883. 

In 1885 I joined the 2nd Battalion, quartered in London; 
and finding much to my surprise that I should probably get 
four months’ ‘second leave’ (ie, after Christmas), deter- 
mined to devote it to travelling; for, haviug spent practically 
no money during the ten months I had been away, I was, 
compuratively speaking, in funds for the time being. 

At that time a subaltern’s pay in the ‘Brigade’ ran to the 
magnificent sum of about £94 a year, and, besides this, we 
got £70 a year Guards’ Pay from the Stock Purse. This was 
a purely private fund originated by officers of the Brigade 
during the good old ‘purchase’ days; for each officer, on 
promotion and on leaving, then paid a substantial sum into 
the Purse, and the interest of it went towards mitigating the 
extra expense incurred by officers whilst living in London or 
at Windsor. I believe the whole thing was taken over by the 
financial authorities at the War Office, and eventually 
‘bagged’ by them, although it was in no sense public money; 
but I only know that it was always rather a ticklish question, 
and could not be pressed by us. At the Staff College, for in- 
stance, I was docked of my Guards’ Pay because I was not 
in London, and had immense difficulty in getting hold of it. 
T was eventually successful, but was told that it was only 
given to meas a great favour, and was warned that it was not 
to be looked on as a ‘precedent’ .® 

In any case we saw very little of our pay, for it practically 
all went in Brigade, Regimental and Battalion mess funds 
and plate funds, drum funds, company funds, games funds, 
coach, athletic and boat funds, besides compulsory sub- 
scriptions of all sorts, in many cases to objects of which we 
had never even heard. About the only thing to which we did 
not subscribe was the Regimental Band, which was carried 
on at the exclusive expense of the Duke of Cambridge, our 
Colonel-in-Chief. But on looking at one's pass-book at 


Cox's, in the fond hope that one’s balance was on the credit 
side, one would see items of ‘To widow of late 
Quartermaster-Sergeant X——’; ‘To school-treat for 
children’; ‘To Guards’ Home’; ‘To wedding present for 
Captain Y——’ (even though one barely knew him by sight), 
etc, etc. My private allowance was £360 a year; but even 
though I had no expensive tastes, lived at home whilst in 
London, did not care in the least about racing, and could not 
afford to hunt, I was very rarely on the right side at the bank, 
and was often £200 or more overdrawn. It always somehow 
came right in the end, even without an application to my 
father (which I never once made); but, anyhow, it never 
worried me, for a subaltern’s view on the subject of cash are 
always pleasantly buoyant. 

In 1888 I rejoined the 2nd Battalion, at Chelsea, I think, 
and did strenuous duty with them for three months. “Duke's 
Inspection’ took place as usual about the middle of July, and 
this antiquated piece of what might have been termed, 
without much irreverence, ‘eye wash’, may be worth glanc- 
ing at. All the Guards battalions available formed up in Hyde 
Park, in review order and in line facing Park Lane; and 
when the Duke of Cambridge, surrounded by a ‘large and 
brilliant staff’, including many Royalties and all the big- 
wigs at the War Office and Military Attachés, moved 
solemnly on to the ground, he was received, of course, with 
a Royal Salute. Thereafter the battalions marched past 
twice, once in column (eight companies per battalion) and 
once in quarter-column (ie, closed up); sometimes also we 
marched past at the double. Then there was battalion drill 
and even brigade drill, where three (not four) battalions with 
a cloud of ‘markers’ carried out the most complicated and 
impossible evolutions with extraordinary steadiness and 
celerity. After that came a brigade attack on an imaginary or 
‘skeleton’ enemy who always lay somewhere along the 
Bayswater Road; and the strange sight was seen of hundreds 
of bear-skinned Guardsmen deploying at the double across 
the great open space, driving crowds of delighted spec- 
tators, men, women and children, in front of them, and tak- 
ing imaginary cover, whilst the welkin rang with the five 
blank rounds per man that had been issued for the show. 
When the ammunition was all expended the troops were 
teformed into line, and then came the great moment of the 
day — Brigade bayonet exercise. A specially selected major 
rode to the front, and after forming the battalions into four 
(or was it eight?) lines, he gave the necessary and very 
numerous words of command at the top of his voice. (There 
was always a little mild betting before hand, odds dependent 
on his known nervousness or sangfroid, whether he would 
give the words correctly or not; not that it mattered, for 
every man knew them thoroughly, and could be depended 
on to do the right thing at the right moment, whether he got 
the right word of command or not.) But it never looked quite 
perfect, as the line was so long that the men on the flanks, of 
course, received the word a shade after the men in the cen- 
tre. Then came the supreme moment, ‘Bayonet exercises in 
quick time — point!’, the whole Brigade carrying through the 
complicated show without words of command. It was 
generally magnificently done, two to three thousand 
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bayonets flashing as onc, the perfection and criterion of 
drill, steadiness and discipline; but on occasion the time was 
not quite perfect, and then there was trouble for somebody. 
Generally, however, after the ‘Advance in review order’ 
and final Royal Salute, the dear old gentleman collected the 
commanding officers and addressed to them words of 
sincere congratulation, and everybody went home happy, 
especially the officers who were now at liberty to go on ‘first 
leave’. This generally lasted from the end of July till the end 
of November; oh, those happy old days! 


Et bo 


Inspection of kit. 

Buckingham Palace. 

He died in 1930. 

Cis Fane, Joe Drummond, the ‘Ghost’ (J. Warrender) and the 
Boy’ (Anderton) among others. 

General Sir G. H. had been adjutant of the 3rd Battalion at the 
Battle of the Alma and throughout the Crimea. He died in 
January 1927 at the age of well over a hundred. 

{t has now been abolished altogether (stolen by the Treasury). 


Chairman's Note: Dagonet is still available, through the Wine 
Merchants, Ellis, Son and Vidler Ltd. 





Members of 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards serving in Cyprus in 1989 who had served previously with the Battalion when part 
of UNFICYP in 1974, 


Rear Row, Left tw Right: LSgt Lidster, LSet Mawer; LCpl Gallagher; LSgt Hinds; Gdsm Willis; LSgt Weldurn; LSgt Allen: LSgt Lively; LCpl Moreley. 
Middle Row. Left to Right: Sgt Goodison, Sgt Sleney; CSgt Day; Sgt Rider: Sgt Sak; CSgt Wilson; Sgt Levy; Sgt Costello. 
Front Row, Left to Right: CSgt Byrne; CSM Kay, Maj D. Yorke, RQMS Beamont: Maj S. Alabaster, DSgt Gajda; CSgt Dane; Capt P. Hall: CSgt Basset. 
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The Household Cavalry Team which won the Army Benevolent Fund inter-unit clay pigeon competition at the Holland & Holland 
Shooting Ground. 
The Team: LIC), Sims, Col A. 1. Parker Bowles, Capt S. H. Cowen, Lt A. C. Ogden 





Members of the Irish Guards Band, and Regimental Headquarters, are shown outside the Luxembourg Academy for the Perform- 


ing Arts during their surprise visit to celebrate The Grand Duke of Luxembourg's Silver Jubilee. 
Left to Right: CSgt Welsh, WO! (Supt Clerk) ONeill, May R. J. S. Bullock-Webster. BSM Fairnie, WO2 Edwards. 
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The Commandant of the Guards Depot makes a presentation to Mr P. C. Ellis on his retirement as Curator of the 
Guards Depot Museum. 
Lefi to Right: L1-Col W. R. Corbould, formerly Coldm Gds: Mr P.C. Ellis, formerly SG; Lt-Cot O. R. St J. Breakwell, Coldm Gus, Maj RH. F. Sweeting, Coldm Gds 


GUARDS MAGAZINE 


The Milan Platoon, Ist Battalion Grenadier Guards, with LCpl Kay, Gdsm 


on 14th October 1989. 


LSgt Shaw, Coldstream Guards, with his family and mother, in The Major General's Office, on the occasion of the presentation 
of his British Empire Medal, on 11th October 1989. 





Sn | AETM.y 


2Lieutenant R. W. Yorke, 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards, (on the right) hands out punishment to his opponent, Tpr Fearnhead, 
17th/2Ist Lancers, during a competition at the Cyprus All-Island Novices Boxing Championships. 
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HOUSEHOLD DIVISION 





Major General: Maj-Gen S. C. Cooper. 

Brigade Major: Lt-Col C. R. Langton, Irish Guards 

Staff Captain: Capt C. H. N. Graham, The Life Guards. 
Superintending Clerk: B. H. Smith, Coldstream Guards. 
Garrison Sergeant Major: A. G. Mason, Coldstream Guards. 





Lieutenant Colonel Commanding: Col A. H. Parker Bowles, The 
Blues and Royals. 


Regimental Adjutant: Maj P. S. W. F. Falkner, The Life Guards. 
Superintending Clerk: N. W. Bourne, The P'ues and Royals. 


THE LIFE GUARDS 





Commanding Officer: Lt Col J. W. M. Ellery. 
Adjutant: Capt C. N. Mitford-Slade. 
Regimental Corporal Major: A. J. Belza. 
Station: Combermere Barracks, Windsor. 


Annual firing for ‘C’ Squadron took place at Lulworth in mid- 
September. Their build up training was completed in August whilst 
the remainder of the Regiment were either on leave, on conversion 
courses in Germany or, for a lucky few, on an expedition in 
America. They had an excellent firing camp and were visited by the 
Commander Royal Armoured Corps Centre, Brig P. A. M. Gilruth. 
The next firing camp for the Regiment will take place in Hohne on 
Challenger. 

Military skills training was the theme for September. The Regi- 
ment entered 20-men teams for the Brigade Military Skills Com- 
petition from all Squadrons. The best of our teams was B Squadron, 
led by 2Lt J. M. Hanson, which was placed 6th out of 40 teams (and 
beat all the teams from | Para). 

The Corporals Course ran from [8th September to 6th October. 
Capt A. R. W. Spowers and SCpl Fry devised an arduous and 
testing course which culminated in a three day exercise on the 
Brecon Beacons. The Brigade Commander, Brig N. W. F. 


Richards, took the Passing Out Parade and presented the prizes 
(LCpl! Holden ‘Best Student’ and Tpr Wibberley ‘Best Trooper’) as 
well as promoting ten Troopers. 

The funeral of Field Marshal Sir Richard Hull on 4th October was 
staged from Combermere Barracks. The Corporals Course provid- 
ed one of the marching parties but the hardest task was the ad- 
ministration within barracks. The Second-in-Command, Maj C. S. 
K. Anderson, ran a clockwork operation which culminated in an ex- 
tremely good lunch for all the senior visitors. 

Exercise ‘Northern Crusade’ was the Brigade Live Firing Exer- 
cise which took place in Otterburn in mid-October. Regimental 
Headquarters and the Airborne Troop jumped in with the lead 
Parachute Battalion Group in advance of ‘A’ and ‘C’ Squadrons 
which airlanded in support of the Battalions. They provided in- 
timate fire support, flank protection and a taxi service for ammuni- 
tion, heavy weapons and a few relieved soldiers. This was a 
valuable exercise and the versatility, manoeuvrability and 
firepower of the Scorpion was well demonstrated to the other Arms 
in the Brigade. 

The Life Guards went recruiting on their way home from Otter- 
burn. ‘A’ Squadron visited Preston, Blackpool and Liverpool whilst 
*C’ Squadron concentrated on the North-East of England around 
Newcastle, Sunderland and Teeside. The Squadrons were well 
received and the vehicles attracted a lot of attention and publicity. 
Many local stories were written, including a traffic warden giving 
a Scorpion a parking ticket! 

Preparations for The Major General's Inspection was the next 
priority. Ammunition boots were dusted off and SA 80s were pro- 
duced from the Guards Depot. In five days the Regiment had 
mastered drill with the new weapon and were ready to put on a 
(slightly) abbreviated version of the Queen's Birthday Parade. The 
clouds opened when the Lieutenant Colonel inspected The Regi- 
ment on 2nd November but fortunately the rain stayed off for The 
Major General's Inspection the following day. The parade went 
well and we were pleased when The Major General gave his old 
Regiment a healthy report. 

We have had several visits over the last three months. Maj G. G. 
E. Stibbe and Capt C. N. Mitford-Slade spent a day at sea on 19th 
September with HMS Intrepid, our affiliated ship. The Lieutenant 
Colonel visited on 21st September and presented the Inter-Squadron 
cross country prizes (won by ‘A* Squadron, with Capt A. C. W. 
MacKenzie, REME, and Lt R. A. E. Tarling taking the first two 
places). The Officer in Charge of the Records Offices, Lt Col Sir 





The Major General on his formal inspection on 3rd November 
1989 talking to Sgt Easter APTC. 
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Charles Lowther, visited on 4th October. Lt N. Cassanova, a 
French Officer, spent two weeks with the Regiment in mid October. 
The GOC South East District, Lt-Gen Sir Peter de la Billiere, 
visited the Regiment on exercise on 16th October and again in Com- 
bermere Barracks on 21st November. 

On 31st October the Windsor Boys School had their first open day 
for the newly formed ACF Household Cavalry Troop. Our 
Recruiting Officer, Maj B. Lane (Retired), took down a presenta- 
tion team to attract new recruits and the Troop now has 60 boys. 
The Troop will wear the Household Cavalry Cap Badge and will be 
sponsored by the Windsor-based Household Cavalry Regiment. 

The Regiment ran the South East District JOTES Exam in Wind- 
sor Great Park on 9th November. The Orderly Room and Regimen- 
tal Headquarters Troop worked hard to produce the cxam papers, 
test the students and process the results. Fortunately, everything ran 
smoothly and the weather was on our side. 

The Regiment marched to the Garrison Church on Remembrance 
Sunday but we were missing the Band which had been called out to 
assist with the Ambulance Strike. After an excellent service we 
were joined by the ‘Old Comrades’ who marched with us back to 
Barracks and were then entertained to lunch 

The Regiment is now preparing for the Inter-Squadron Boxing 
Competition which will be held on 23rd November. After that we 
will participate in the Brigade sports week: Rugby, Football, 
Orienteering, Cross-Country and Swimming. 

We bid farewell to Lt. J. P, Farr who goes to the Guards Depot, 
and Capt T. Assheton and Lt The Hon J. E. M. Eden on leaving the 


Army. 


WO's and NCO’s MESS 

The Regiment returned from block leave at the beginning of 
September in fine fettle for the Autumn. A Lunching-Out was held 
on 27th September to say farewell to five members of the Regiment. 
During October members of the Scots Guards Association (Berks & 
Bucks) and 2nd Household Cavalry held their Annual Dinners and 
the Mess had a Caribbean Night with an excellent Calypso Band 
giving us the authentic sounds of the area. 

November started literally with a bang. A Guy Fawkes weekend 
was a great success with an Adults Evening on the 4th, and a 
Families Day on the Sth. Remembrance Sunday was well attended 
both by serving and non-serving members. 

The Senior Mess Members are WO] (RCM) Belza, WO! (ASM) 
Wales, REME, WO2 (RQMC) Lodge, WO2 (RQMC(E)) Powell, 
WO2 (AQMS) Neve, REME, SCMs Whatley, Holbrook, Steven- 
son and Carter, WO2 (SQMS) Grech, RAPC, WO2 Atkinson, 
ACC. 


THE BLUES and ROYALS 





Commanding Officer: Lt Col T. J. Sulivan. 
Adjutant: Capt E. B. S. Mountain. 
Regimental Corporal Major: H. W. Hunter. 
Station: Athlone Barracks, Sennelager. 





CoH Vickers, Maj W. T. Brown and the Colonel! of the 
Regiment visiting the tank park. 


Now safely ensconced back in Sennelager after a busy summer in 
BATUS, the Regiment has started preparing for our impending 
move back to Windsor. Packing up after six years in Germany in- 
volves an enormous amount of work. By Christmas, the whole 
Regiment will have converted from Challenger to CVR(T) and 
CVR(W) and the vehicle fleet will have had a 100% Periodic 
REME Examination, involving all of the Squadrons in a heavy 
period of tank-park work and courses. 

Autumn became very much the visit season for the Regiment. 
Early in September, the Regiment hosted all four squadrons of the 
Royal Yeomanry, our affiliated TA Regiment. They were taking 
part in Exercise ‘Grand Canyon’, their BAOR FTX, after which 
they spent three days at Athlone Barracks, cleaning up and taking R 
& R. It was a good opportunity to see some old faces as there are 
several ex-members of The Blues and Royals in The Royal 
Yeomanry. The Blues and Royals also supplies them with a smal) 
cadre of permanent staff instructors and, as ever, both Messes were 
thoroughly well entertained by them. 

The Major General also visited the Regiment in September, ac- 
companied by the Lieutenant Colonel Commanding and the 
Regimental Adjutant. This was The Major General's first visit to 
The Blues and Royals since assuming the appointment and he spent 
much of his visit meeting the soldiers, as well as visiting the new 
equitation centre; sadly however he could only stay for less than one 
day. 

Also in September, the Colonel of the Regiment, Gen Sir Des- 
mond Fitzpatrick made his annual visit to the Regiment. During his 
three-day visit, he attended various Mess functions and met many of 
the soldiers taking part in their conversion training. The Wives Club 
hosted a coffee morning for Lady Fitzpatrick in the WOs and CsoH 
Mess, following which the Colonel and Lady Fitzpatrick attended a 
meet of the Weser Vale Hunt. 

In October the Regimental Association visited the Regiment for a 
long weekend. A total of 50 old comrades came out to Germany 
under the direction of Major Payne, to undertake a social assault 
course from the Junior Ranks Club, via the WO's and CsoH Mess, 
to the Officer Mess. It says a lot for their endurance that so many 
members made it back to Heathrow on Monday night. Many old 
war stories were recounted well into the early hours and both the 
hosts and visitors enjoyed the weekend. 

Now that most exercise commitments in BAOR have finished, 
sport has flourished. The Regimental Rugby team has managed not 
to have its line crossed yet in the Cavalry Cup and in the 3 Div 
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League have won 3 out of their first 5 fixtures. The equestrian side 
of life flourishes with, in October, a very successful Regimental 
hunter trial, under the auspices of Lt I. Sanderson, and the Regi- 
ment has also performed up to its usual high standard at Verden, 
Munster and Moosdorf. 

An exciting day of sport was recently organised by 33 Brigade in 
which every Regiment in the Garrison entered Squadron teams into 
Basketball, Rugby, Hockey and Football Leagues. The Regiment 
duly entered sixteen teams, all of whom won some lost some, sadly 
not winning any individual events, but then there was a lot of talk 
about ringers from other units! 

The Regiment is now preparing for the final countdown to Wind- 
sor, as well as the social rigours of the Christmas and New Year 
Seasons. 

On a closing note we say farewell to Regimental Corporal Major 
Quinn, after two years in the chair, and welcome him back as Lt T. 
J. Quinn, the Training Officer, and also wish the new Regimental 
Corporal Major, RCM H. W. Hunter, all the best in his new 
appointment. 


WOs & CsoH MESS 

The period opened with the RCM and six Mess members atten- 
ding the farewell dinner for Maj Gen C. J. Airy at Wellington Bar- 
racks; the majority of these stalwarts having only just returned to 
BAOR from the Combined Cavalry Memorial Parade the week 
before. On 24th July, The Blues and Royals Battle Group deployed 
to Canada for the wide open spaces of Alberta and, following the 
recovery to Camp Crowfoot, the Mess held a barbeque, with each 
arm of the Battle Group acting a charade topical to their role in the 
exercise to the amusement or embarrassment of the audience. 

Following a late summer block leave period the Mess steeled 
itself for the visit of the Regimental Association starting on 27th 
October and with the climax of the year's events, the Kassassin Ball 
on 28th October. The latter, held for the second year in the 
Kongresshalle at Bad Lippspringe was a glittering spectacle and a 
fitting final large function for the Mess in BAOR. An example of the 
stamina of the Mess members was not only the presence of the 
majority of the senior members and their families at lunch on Sun- 
day morning but also all 50 of the Association members, including 
Mr. Gus Harris at 83 years of age. 

On 3rd November the Mess dined out RCM Quinn to the strains 
of the Ist Battalion The Queen's Own Highlanders Pipes and Drums 
and observed his transformation to Lt T. J. Quinn, Training 
Officer, the following Tuesday. Finally, on 10th November RCM 
Hunter was dined in, marking the start of a busy period leading to 
the Arms Plot move in February. 

In addition to the change of RCMs the Mess has said farewell to 
ASM Savage to the Hebrides and welcomed ASM Lewis from 
SEME Bordon. 

The senior members of the Mess are RCM Hunter, RQMC 
Buckle, ORQMC Reeve, SCMs Gimblett, Harding, Elsey and 
Guest, WO2s Evans and Armishaw, ASM Lewis, REME, AQMSs 
Swirles and Deeley, REME, SQMSs Wall and Murray, RAPC and 
SQMS Brown, ACC. 


HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY MOUNTED REGIMENT 





Commanding Officer: Lt Col R. J. Morrisey Paine, The Life 
Guards. 


Adjutant: Capt R. J. Onslow, The Blues and Royals. 
Regimental Corporal Major: D. J. Davies, The Blues and Royals. 
Station: Hyde Park Barracks, Knightsbridge. 


Following our annual Summer Camp, held at Thetford, the 
Regiment returned to Knightsbridge to resume State Duties and The 
Queen's Life Guard from The King’s Troop. September provided 
us with an opportunity to get a large number of our horses out to 
grass for a decent break as well as the soldiers away on some leave, 

A quiet period ensued with no major State ceremonial com- 
mitments, allowing us to host various military and civilian visitors. 
Most notable of these was a visit from the Swiss Army who showed 
an enthusiastic interest in the workings of the Mounted Regiment. 
International relations were further enhanced when The Spanish 
Riding School were loaned four trumpeters and a drum horse to 
perform as a backdrop to the breathtaking performance of their 
famous Lipizzanas. 

The end of September brought the return of men from leave, 
horses from grass, and the commencement of our build-up for the 
State Opening of Parliament. This has included the usual round of 
early morning starts and has formed a good introduction to 
ceremonial life for the large number of young Troopers who have 
recently passed out of Riding School. 

The Regiment has also received its fair share of media attention. 
Firstly, considerable interest surrounded the retirement of 
*Copenhagen’ who, along with Sefton, is the last surviving horse 
from the IRA bombing of The Blues and Royals Queen's Life Guard 
in 1982. He has been retired to Norfolk where he is reported to have 
settled in well to the delight and interest of the local community, 





The Princess Royal talking to RCM Davies. SCM Sackett and 
S/Cpl Masson in the WOs and CoHs Mess prior to luncheon 
there. 
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Some of the Household Division Warrant Officers during their 
lunch on 8th November. 


WOIL (SC) Boume, HQ HCav; WOIGSM) Mason, Coldm Gds; WO! (RCM) Davies, H 
Cav MR, 
WO2 (SCM) Ritchie, H Cav MR, WO1 (RSM) Scot, Kneller Hall 


With articles in 7he Times and features on both ITV and BBC. dear 
old Copenhagen was rapidly assuming the air of a movie star. The 
Regiment was also involved in the Remembrance Sunday ‘Songs of 
Praise’ with Maj M. R. Coreth and CoH Flynn both relating their 
experiences in the Falklands. 

At the time of writing the Regiment has just completed its annual 
participation in The Lord Mayor's Show with the Mounted Band 
and a Blues and Royals Escort, commanded by Lt J. H. Wingfield- 
Digby. This was followed by the Cenotaph Parade with a Life 
Guards dismounted troop under command of Lt H. R. D, Fullerton 
There is also excitement in the air as we await The Princess Royal's 
opening of the new Manege which will be an enormous asset to the 
Regiment. 

On the equestrian front there has been considerable sport by all, 
along with success on the competition side. The Household Cavalry 
fielded two members of the British Team for the International 
Military Event; the team won the event and SCp! Haywood came 
second overall and CoH Maxwell third overall. Maj C. H. N. 
Graham won the military section in the Sandhurst Hunter Trial. 

The Regiment has said goodbye to LtT. E. Thorneycroft to JCSC 
and Maj D. A. Griffiths, RAPC, to civilian life. We welcome Lt A. 
C. Ogden who has passed out of Riding School and is now 3 Troop 
Leader of The Life Guards Mounted Squadron 


WOs and NCOs MESS 

Our notes start at the end of Summer Training Camp and the 
success of Open Day; some 5000 members of the Public attending, 
among them 100 Association Members of both Regiments who 
quite effortlessly found their way into the Mess at Bodney Camp 

The remainder of the period has included a fair mixture of Mess 
functions. On 7th October a link with the past was re-affirmed when 
1 HCR held a Dinner; many old Comrades gathering together on 
this popular occasion. On the following Wednesday lunchtime some 
40 Members and selected guests sat down to bid a temporary 
farewell to WO2 Flory, LG, who was about to embark on a two year 
posting to the ‘Dark Continent’ as an acting Captain, in effect a 
multi-faceted role in the British Army Training Team in Lesotho. 
We look forward to hearing of his adventures in due course, that is 
if he does not fall prey to lions or cannibals before his return, not 
that either would make much of a meal out of him! 

The grand occasion of this particular season was the Autumn Ball 


held in what appeared to be most of the Barracks on 21st October, 
A major aim of the Ball was to raise funds for The Prince's Trust 
and, thanks to some imaginative and generous sponsorship from 
national, multinational and local organisations, a figure of £1200 
was produced. The night itself was an affair of sound, sight and 
satisfaction; the sound and sight being provided by the superb 
display by the Pipes and Drums of the Scots Guards followed by a 
talented and versatile Group and rounded off by a most professional 
and slick disco incorporating a giant video screen on which was pro- 
jected a film of those at the Bull going about the evening in the 
various settings. Satisfaction on the magnificent Buffet, organisa- 
tion and planning of the evening being expressed by all who came. 

A very good Families Lunch was provided on 29th October with 
appreciative attendance as usual and the chance for the Mess piano 
to be played by non-expert fingers, much to the distraction of the 
adults present 

On 3rd November a most successful Dinner was held for the 
Warrant Officers and their ladies. A delightful and imaginative 
meal being produced, albeit that the chocolates served were, in the 
main, left unfinished; a testimony to either sad modern trends, or 
the proximity of Christmas. Another dinner for the remainder is 
planned for January. 

The wives were back in the Mess on 7th November to attend 
another of their regular meetings at which a buffet was provided. 

The final function of the period was a gathering of Household 
Division Warrant Officers for a Lunch on 8th November. Many old 
friendships were renewed, some re-surrected and new ones firmly 
established. Two musical treats were provided: Mounted 
Trumpeters and a Drum Horse at the entrance to the Mess for the 
arrivals and, towards the end of the meal. not only a single Piper but 
the Pipes and Drums of the Irish Guards who gave stirring perform- 
ances to much applause and appreciation. 

We have said farewell to: WO2 Flory, CsoH Taylor, Stanworth, 
Rigby and Brooks and welcomed WO2 (RQMC) Gilbert and CsoH 
Darley, Bowden and Day. 

The Senior Members are: WOL (RCM) DAVIES, WO1 (SC) 
Bourne, WO2 (RQMC) Gilbert, WO2 (ORQMC) Carrington, 
WO2 (SCM) Ritchie, WO2 (SCM) Sackett, WO2 (SCM) 
Chamberlain and WO2 Pendry. 


HEADQUARTERS FOOT GUARDS 





Colonel Foot Guards: Col Sir Brian Barttelot, Bt. Coldstream 
Guards. 


Chief of Staff: Lt Col J. A. S. Lancaster, Scots Guards. 
Chief Clerk: CSgt L. C. Monument, Welsh Guards. 
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GRENADIER GUARDS 





REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel: Maj Gen B. C. Gordon Lennox. 
Regimental Adjutant: Maj C. J. E. Seymour. 
Superintending Clerk: R. J. Le Louet. 


1ST BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt Col E. H. Houstoun. 
Adjutant; Capt G. K. Bibby. 
Sergeant Major: C. Savage. 
Station: Oxford Barracks, Munster. 


September saw the Battalion return from an extended post- 
BATUS Summer leave. No sooner had we got back when we were 
once again dispersed around BAOR with company groups dis- 
appearing in every direction. No 3 Company found themselves 
exercising with the 17/21 Lancers. The Queen's and No 2 Com- 
pany, including the Corps of Drums, took part in a very worthwhile 
FIBUA (Fighting in Built Up Areas) package at Hammelberg, and 
Support Company continued the never-ending task of training up 
their specialists. 2Lt MacLellan, with elements of the Milan 
Platoon, managed to squeeze in a visit to France, hosted by the 
French Army. Although the visit was a military venture its prox- 
imity to ‘Epernay* resulted in rather more extra-mural activities and 
sampling of fine wines than perhaps the French had anticipated. 

Adventurous Training got underway immediately, with 2Lt 
Newton taking members of The Queen's Company to the Engineer 
Hut in Bavaria, shortly followed by Lt McKie and 2Lt Hatherley 
leading the first of many groups to the Battalion Hut in Gunzesried- 
Sage, Bavaria. This hut is now a permanent fixture for Exercise 
‘Snow Queen’. It is anticipated that every man in the Battalion 
should attend the exercise once, if not twice, before the end of 1990. 

During the whole of Autumn we have had a steady flow of 
visitors. Over 50 members of the Association from all branches 
visited accompanied by Superintending Clerk, WO} Harris. After 
an introductory talk from the Commanding Officer, they entered 
straight into the spirit of things. Their five days were spent doing 
everything from drill to shooting with evenings in either the 
Sergeants’, Corporals’ or Guardsmens’ Messes. The highlight of 
the visit was a day exercise on the Dorbaum with the morning spent 
driving around in Warrior and the afternoon foot patrolling. 
Everything had been thought of, including the ‘all in stew’ for 
lunch! 

The old comrades were preceded by the Chairman of the BBC, 
Mr. Marmaduke Hussey, who, on a tour of Germany was able to 
visit us, his old Battalion, for a day. He met members of No 3 Com- 
pany and some wives as well as having a quick play on the Warrior 
simulator. The following week The Major General paid us his first 
visit and he was able to spend a day and night with us. 

A noisy dinner party in the Officers’ Mess, followed by a day 
walking around Barracks gave him an introduction to Warrior as 
well as Major E. F. Hobbs’ stables and CSM Bowbanks’ Motor- 
cycle Club. 


14th October was the day of the Fun Run organised in aid of LCp1 
Ray, Gdsm Hicks and Gdsm Povey, who were all tragically injured 
in Canada. Runners of all ages came from all over BAOR including 
German running clubs. The line up for the elite run looked 
impressive with the overall winner completing 11 kilometres in 35 
minutes. Two slower jogs were just as impressive with many jog- 
gers turning up in fancy dress. This was especially evident amongst 
the team entries from members of our Battle Group. 

The Milan Platoon completed the I1 km course with full Milan kit 
(95 Ibs) - a great effort. After the prize giving LCpl Ray said a few 
words on behalf of the three of them. LCpl Ray, Gdsm Hicks and 
Povey remained with the Battalion for a few days being looked after 
by their platoon. They are now in the UK continuing their 
rehabilitation which is going well, with them walking on false limbs 
already. 

With the Autumn comes rugby, football and hockey. The rugby 
team have not yet picked up where they left off last year but the 
hockey team is now in its second season and is proving to be 
unbeatable, the last Divisional game being a walk over with a final 
score of 7 - 1. Capt (QM) J. Rolfe’s football team has also reaped 
early success in their Divisional Championship. The Battalion 
Inter-Company Rugby took place in early October. New blood 
within the LAD proved beneficial, however, the winners were 
Support Company and only just behind were Headquarter Com- 
pany. Unfortunately the height and weight advantage of The 
Queen's Company proved wasted. 

The emphasis in November has been on Warrior gunnery train- 
ing. Capt Parry (WG) and CSgt Jones have worked hard to revise 
and practise all Warrior gunners in the hope of producing good 
results at battalion field firing in Hohne at the end of the month. 

For once the Officers’ Mess has remained almost unchanged 
except for the departure of Captain D. J. H. Maddan and the arrival 
of Captain G. K. Bibby as Adjutant and 2Lt Hatherley from RMAS 
who joins No 2 Company. Capt Hutchings leaves for the 2nd 
Battalion and Lt Griffiths (RM) rejoins the Marines after a year's 
attachment. 


SERGEANTS’ MESS 
Since the last edition the Sergeants’ Mess has returned from an 
extended summer leave, which judging by the tan on most members 
was greatly enjoyed. 
Immediately returning from leave it was all hands to assist with 
the setting up of the Summer Ball on 16th September. The Ball was 
a huge success and the extremely hard work put in by WO2 Radford 
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CSgt and Sgt Evan, plus the guide, almost at the top of Mount 
Evans. 
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and his team was greatly appreciated, right through to 6 o'clock in 
the morning! 

On 4th October The Major General paid a welcome visit to the 
Battalion, and apart from visiting and speaking to the Mess 
members he was shown all aspects of life in Munster and the 
Armoured Infantry Battalion. 

It was then time to say farewell to the Regimental Sergeant Major 
which started off with a Warrant Officers Dinner Night on 14th 
October. The following week, on 21st October, the Mess gathered 
together to say goodbye to both him and his wife. A function can 
only be hailed a success by the number of people attending; if that 
is so, the Sgt Major's farewell was a great success. DSgt Savage 
was appointed Sgt Major. 

On Sth November it was off with the Mess Dress and on with the 
wellington boots and barbour jackets for the Battalion firework 
display with toffee apples and cakes for the children in the Mess 
afterwards followed by a superb evening of entertainments for the 
adults. 

Finally, on 7th November, the Regimental Adjutant paid the 
Battalion a visit and had an interesting luncheon with the Warrant 
Officers. 

We have said farewell to WO] Hardman to Zimbabwe, LSgt 
Mitchell to the 2nd Battalion, LSgt Hoskinson to School of Infantry 
Warminster and to LSgt Bowen to civilian life. We have welcomed 
LSgt Tidswell back from the Guards Depot. 

The Mess Seniors are Sgt Major Savage, ASM Herbert, RQMS 
Poppert, ADSgt Wood, CSM Swanwick, CSM Griffiths, CSM 
Bowbanks, CSM Kime, CSM Hall, WO2s Radford, Barratt, Edge, 
Green and Austin, QMSI Martin, SQMS Hansford, SQMS Pimm, 
AQMA Spratt. 


2ND BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt-Col A. M. H. Joscelyne. 
Adjutant: Capt G. P. R. Norton. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: K. Fairchild. 
Station: The Barracks, Caterham, Surrey. 


This year’s Battle Group Trainer went ahead with orders and 
recces on day one, followed by a TEWT the next day and, of 
course, the essential pub lunch afterwards. The last day consisted of 
the battle itself against the Red Hordes. 

The Commanding Officer. Major T. H. Breitmeyer (Support 
Company Commander), and Captain C. E. Kitchen, the Quarter- 
master, recced next year’s battalion exercise in Canada. The whole 
trip was a great success resulting in some extremely good ideas for 
what will be a very exciting exercise. 

The Battalion moved to Dartmoor for the Commanding Officer's 
Training Month at the beginning of October. The emphasis was the 
improvement of individual skills and the completion of the annual 
tests. The programme was spiced up with some added attractions, 
not least, the Eval Knieval motorcycle course and driving courses (a 
great help in view of the Ambulance Strike) and Capt *Action Man’ 
Garratt’s adventurous training holiday camp at Fremington. The 
period of training succeeded in its aim and produced some 
interesting sights and sounds especially from those finding 
themselves absciling face downwards for the first time! 

Back at Caterham the season of visitors started with the Chaplain 
General, then The Major General, and lastly the Quartermaster 
General; not forgetting their entourages. 

The Recce Platoon gained another Bronze Medal in this year's 
Cambrian Patrol; nothing like consistency. Next year we are going 
for gold. 

We say farewell to the Adjutant, Capt E. C. Gordon Lennox, who 





Capt E. C. Gordon Lennox during the Battle Group Trainer. 


has moved to Regimental Headquarters for his last months in the 
Army, Capt T. W. Reeve who has gone to BAOR, and to the 
Assistant Adjutant, Capt A. R. W. Vicary who leaves the Army for 
a year’s extended holiday in the Far East and Africa. However, we 
welcome our new Adjutant, Capt G. P. R. Norton, from the Ist 
Battalion; Lt The Hon E. Brassey as the new Assistant Adjutant, 
and 2Lt F. Acton from RMA Sandhurst. 


SERGEANTS’ MESS 

An important event was the re-decoration of the interior of the 
Mess. The old snooker room has now been turned into a sunken bar 
and has been re-decorated from top to bottom, including a double 
archway entrance and decorative stairway. The stairway leading 
into the Mess has been wood-panelled, with silver-display cabinets 
on the landing. The TV Room has been re-vamped, including the 
re-positioning of the snooker table. With the renovation and repair 
of the silver and the injection of several items from the vaults of 
Regimental Headquarters the Mess is looking in top form, thanks to 
the efforts of several Mess members giving up their own time and 
effort to assist. 

The Warrant Officers have dined out Capt E. C. Gordon Lennox, 
DSgt Cox and CSM Swain. All excellent nights, and we wish them 
well for the future. On 8th September the Colour Sergeants dined 
out CSgt Milsom and his wife. Judging by the amount of ED pay put 
onto the Mess bills, there must have been at least two waiters per 
Colour Sergeant. 

Since the introduction of Entertainment Committees being in 
charge for one month instead of the usual three, the standard of 
entertainment within the Mess has risen. Some examples of the 
many successful nights enjoyed by the members have been a ‘Vicars 
and Tarts’ Night on 16th September; a visit to the theatre in London 
on 8th November, and a German Night on 18th November. The 
Battalion moved to Dartmoor in October and the Mess managed to 
function in the correct style even though the arduous training con- 
ditions took their toll on attendance. 

One week in October saw the visit of the Chaplain General, The 
Major General and the Quartermaster General, all of whom were 
entertained to drinks in the Mess. The Major General presented 
Long Service and Good Conduct medals to ADSgt O'Keefe, SQMS 
Adcock (ACC), CSgt Watts, DMaj Hulse and Sgt Hall 

The Sergeants’ Mess Past and Present Dinner on 4th November 
saw a good turnout of members on the visit to London and also to 
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continue the movement on return to Caterham. The Mess had the 
pleasure of two visits from the Association, the Bristol Branch on 
17th September, and the Suffolk Branch on 18th November. 

The Mess has sadly said farewell to: DSgt Cox, CSM Swain and 
LSgt Young. 

The Mess welcomes the following arrivals: CSMs Scholes, 
Shackleton and Pearson; CSgts Eldershaw and Fishwick; Sgt 
Simmons, LSgts Cartwright, Jones and Mitchell. 

The Mess congratulates the following on their promotion: DSgt 
Marcham; ADSgt O'Keefe; Sgt Turton; LSgts Barcas, Bayles, 
Hyde, Stokell, Grimmett and Hall. 

The Mess seniors at present are: RSM Fairchild, RQMS Bradley, 
SQMS L. Adcock (ACC), DSgt Marcham, ADSgt O'Keefe and 
WO2s Smith, Shackleton, Scholes, Rowell, Bradley, Newton, 
White, Pearson and Elson. 


COLDSTREAM GUARDS 





REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel: Col Sir Broan Barttelot, Bt. 
Regimental Adjutant: Maj R. de L. Cazenove. 
Superintending Clerk: C. Camp. 


1ST BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt-Col E. B. L. Armitstead. 
Adjutant: Capt J. W. B. Blackett. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: K. Robinson 
Station: Wellington Barracks 


In the six weeks before deploying to Kenya, Wellington Barracks 
was the scene of frenzied activity as the Battalion completed a 
variety of courses and competitions. Lt H. C. Bucknall ran a Drill 
and Tactics course at Otterburn which resulted in 26 new Lance 
Corporals, while the Signal Platoon organised basic radio courses 
for soldiers requiring upgrading. 

The Inter-Platoon Competition ended with a challenge to do 
something imaginative in support of a charitable or public body; the 
overall winner was No. 11 Platoon, commanded by 2Lt G. C. L. 
W. Clark. No. 2 Company won the Volleyball Competition, while 
No. 3 Company proved to be a formidable sporting body, 
triumphing in both the Basketball and Boxing Competitions. The 
Battalion has also encouraged some excellent individual sportsmen: 
Gdsm Featherstone has played soccer for the Army, Gdsm Ripley 
won the Infantry Putter and the Young’s Cup for the best under-26 
golfer in the Army, while Gdsm Robinson has run up a string of 
cycling victories both in Army and National events. 

2Lt J. H. P. H. Jeffcock led a group from the Corps of Drums 
which went to sea on our affiliated ship, HMS Brilliant. Another 
visit was hosted by the new Commandant at the Guards Depot when 
a party of Officers and Senior Ranks were briefed on the training 
regime at Pirbright, followed by a presentation by the Military 
Secretary’s representative. 


On the Public Duties front, apart from the normal round of 
Queen's Guards, the Battalion played its part in full at the funeral of 
Field Marshal Sir Richard Hull, providing both Street Lining and 
Marching Detachments. 

At the same time of writing the Battalion is based at Nanyuki on 
Exercise ‘Grand Prix A’. The companies are rotating through 
camps at Lake Naivasha, Archer's Post, Kathendini and Watamu on 
the Indian Ocean Coast, carrying out adventure training, field 
firing, jungle training and R+R respectively. Kenya is proving to 
be a superb break from public duties, with all ranks enjoying the 
sunshine and the sights in this beautiful country. 

The news of the well deserved awards of a Mention In Despatches 
to LSgt Gray and of GOC Northern Ireland’s Commendations to Lt 
R. V. Banham, Sgt Rule and LCpl (now Mr) Watson reached us 
here in Kenya and was welcome recognition for the Ulster tour. We 
have bade farewell to the Adjutant, Capt J. J. S. Bourne-May, who 
is off to the Staff College, to Lt D. G. Nicholson, who is leaving the 
Army, and to Lt P. W. Griffiths, RAR, on his return to Australia. 
We have welcomed Maj S. D. Holborow and Capt W. G. Cubitt 
from BAOR and Zimbabwe respectively, and Lt R. W. C. Mat- 
thews on commissioning. 


SERGEANTS' MESS 

Before we left for Kenya, the Mess enjoyed visits, on separate 
occasions, by The Major General and by the Colonel Foot Guards 
and we held a Families Lunch and a Monster Night. The annual 
Sergeants Past and Present Dinner was held in the main dining room 
with 205 people attending and General Sir Victor FitzGeorge 
Balfour entertained us with stories of the Colonel of the Regiment 
when he was Brigade Major. We also dined out the Adjutant 
Captain J. J. S. Bourne-May, and he played a true Drums Platoon 
Commander's role by being the ‘lead tip’ for Gigs. The Mess has 
said farewell on posting to the following members: Sgts Calleja, 
Milburn, McDowell and Hawkins. The Mess seniors are: RSM 
Robinson, RQMS Appleby, TQMS Hattersley, DSgt Barnes, DSgt 
Nolan, CSMs Jones, Bell, Tester, Lancaster and Pearson, WO2 
Mace and Quinlivan, SQMS Chamberlain, ACC, SQMS Garbutt, 
RAPC, QMS] Garrett, APTC. 


2ND BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt Col C. R. L. Lomer. 
Adjutant: Capt J. J. C. Bucknall. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: T. Spensley. 
Station: Salamanca Barracks, Cyprus. 


What has proved a busy Autumn started with the Regimental 
Lieutenant Colonel visiting the Battalion in mid-September, just 
after the week long Limassol Wine Festival. Not doubting that a 
degree of indulgence at this event had taken its toll, the Regimental 
Lieutenant Colonel was witness to an indifferent display of sailing 
at the Officers’ Mess Regatta. Despite much fine tuning and tactical 
planning, a closely contested race saw all competitors capsize 
simultaneously rounding the windward mark. An attempt by the 
Adjutant to instil some discipline into the fleet did little to amend 
this catastrophe. It was a day when taking part was more important 
than winning. 

The Major General visited us towards the end of September and 
after inspecting all the rifle companies had the opportunity to spend 
a day at Latchi aboard Photini, a Greek fishing boat, generously 
donated to the Officers and Sergeants Messes by Col M. R. Frisby 
on his departure from the Battalion in 1988. 

Immediately after The Major General's departure the Battalion 
was then heavily involved in the organisation of the Cyprus 
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LSpt Hogg receives the Commander British Forces Cyprus 

Commendation from Maj-Gen J. P. W. Friedberger. LSgt 

Hogg’s life-saving work at a serious mortar accident at the 
Akamas Training Area earned him the award. 


Walkabout. The name belies the competition. It has little to do with 
walking. Starting at Episkopi three-man teams run up to the Train- 
ing and Leave Centre at Troodos via five checkpoints, pause 
briefly, and then repeat the procedure the next day, ending up back 
at Episkopi. With a total distance covered of 85 kms this marathon 
orienteering competition is a severe test of endurance for all com- 
petitors, The Battalion entered several teams, and at the finish LCpl 
Waterhouse, Gdsm Spalding and Gdsm Common came home a very 
creditable third and were the first on-island team. The other teams 
acquitted themselves well with five teams finishing in the first 
fifteen of a total of 83 entries. 

A fortnight later the Battalion held the All-Island Novice Boxing 
Championships at the Curium Amphitheatre. The Amphitheatre 
lends itself to creating a gladiatorial atmosphere at such an event and 
a large crowd assembled to witness twelve well fought bouts. The 
boxers, exercising themselves in aid of charity, were stirred on 
during the intervals by Onyx, a rock band found from within the 
Battalion, Capt J. E. J. N. Giles introduced all to his extraordinary 
talents as an entertainer, whilst Brigitte Lomer, the Commanding 
Officer's wife, presenting the trophies, kissed the competitors on 
both cheeks which drew rapturous applause from the audience. A 
most entertaining night saw 2Lt R. W. Yorke retain his undefeated 
record since joining the Battalion and Sgt Elder continue to keep the 
young pretenders firmly in their place. 

In mid-October, the Battalion then deployed on two weeks train- 
ing in the Republic of Cyprus. Political indecision hampered much 
pre-exercise planning, but in the event a suitable piece of ground 
was allocated. After a period of work up training for the rifle com- 
panies, the Battalion crossed the start line and embarked on a long 
advance to contact, slowly pushing back an elusive enemy, found 
from the Corps of Drums, Milan Platoon and B Squadron 17/21 
Lancers, into western Cyprus. Much use was made of deserted 
Turkish villages abandoned since 1974, the scene then of much 
bitter fighting. When the Grecks attempted to clear the Turkish 
inhabitants from the village of Stavrokono, that sits astride a high 
ridge with exposed ground to the south and west, they did so at great 
cost to themselves. Being confronted with similar problems whilst 
having recent historical events to influence operational planning 
added an unusual but welcome aspect to the exercise. The enemy 
were finally brought to bear in a factory complex on the outskirts of 


Paphos during a night-attack. A hasty return to Episkopi then 
avoided alarming those employed at the factory as they arrived for 
work. 

Our precious training time then culminated in a March and Shoot 
Competition at Akrotiri. The Reconnaissance Platoon, commanded 
by Capt C. E. Pettifer, won by a narrow margin closely pursued by 
the other two support platoons. 

During a busy programme platoon commanders have taken their 
Guardsmen sub-aqua diving in the Red Sea and off the coast of 
Turkey, to Crete, and sailing in the eastern Mediterranean aboard 
The Duke of Albermarle, a 32 ft Contessa. More expeditions are 
planned before our return to Chelsea. Lt D. E. M. Guinness will be 
reporting in the Spring Issue about Exercise ‘High Endeavour’, a 
high altitude trek to Everest Base Camp in December. 

We have been delighted to welcome a large number of potential 
officers to the Battalion during the summer. In addition, Number 4 
Company Ist Battalion Irish Guards visited the island on Exercise 
*Lion Sun’ and all have quickly adjusted to our enviable situation 
out here and the marvellous sporting opportunities that the island 
has to offer, 

With the emphasis now turning towards drill and our return to 
Public Duties, an enjoyable two years here is nearly over. Hope- 
fully, many will have an opportunity, prior to embarkation. to 
develop further their skiing skill in the Troodos mountains. Mean- 
while LCp] Waterhouse waits patiently for the winter storms and the 
big waves to perfect a loop-the-loop on his windsurfer. Having 
snapped masts in his previous attempts it is turning into an expen- 
sive pastime, but you know what they say about practice. 

We have said farewell during the last period to Maj J. P. Whitton, 
our Padre, Maj O. J. Windsor-Clive, and our splendid Regimental 
Medical Officer, Maj R. G. Thompson. We wish them well at their 
new postings whilst welcoming Capts M. J. Vernon, M. C. D. Bun- 
bury, RAMC, and A. V. C. Bolt, RACHD, to the Battalion. 


Exercise ‘Gang Plank’ by 2L1 T. N. Gray 

Exercise ‘Gang Plank’ was a two week offshore sailing venture 
along the southern coast of Cyprus, undertaken by members of [1 
Platoon, 3 Company, 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards. The aim of 
the exercise was to get as many members of the platoon as possible 
up to the standard of competent crew. This was achieved by using 
both the battalion’s own yacht ‘The Duke of Albermarle’ (Contessa 
32), and the RAF boat ‘Black Arrow’ (UFO 34) thus succeeding in 
getting 20 members of the platoon to sea. 

Sailing from the Akrotiri mole on 16th September the first stop 
was the Sheraton Marina. This became the first stop for the second 
week also, as it is always a pleasant sail downwind from the mole. 
The voyage is long enough to introduce the Guardsmen fully to the 
yachts. 

The first weeks sailing was dogged by mechanical problems and 
lack of wind. Black Arrow was skilfully sailed into port by Captain 
Sims-Hilditch on two occasions, without an engine. This also put 
pressure on the inexperienced crew who performed well 
throughout. 

Our target for the first week was Latchi, but because of the lack 
of wind and engine trouble, Paphos was the furthest we reached. 
However this trend was to be reversed in week two when no 
mechanical problems troubled us and the wind remained constant 
and fair. 

In week two we sailed eastwards past Larnaca to Fig Tree Bay 
and anchored for the night in a lovely, quiet bay, before moving off 
back to Larnaca with a short stop in Ayia Napa. The crews certainly 
enjoyed the shore call as it was very hard to find a girl with a bikini 
top on. We finished the sail at night, passing through the large ships 
moored off Larnaca was a joy. 
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The Battalion Team, which came third in the Cyprus 
Walkabout, is piped home by a piper of Ist Battalion Irish 
Guards (who was in Cyprus on Exercise ‘Lion Sun’). 

Left to Right: Gdsm Spalding, LCp! Waterhouse, Gdsm Common 


Both Larnaca and the Sheraton marinas provided good mooring 
places; however there are few facilities at Larnaca for washing 
down sails and busting the bilges. The harbour authority at the 
Sheraton was not very happy about the yach’ being turned inside-out 
onto the quay but they do let service boats stay overnight quite often 
free of charge. 

During both weeks sailing the crews experienced being at sea in 
the dark, thus increasing their confidence in boat and sail handling. 
By the end of each week both crews had reached a sufficiently high 
standard to handle the boats competently. 

Before the expedition began, the Platoon was told that the best 
four crew men would be selected to take part in the Pissouri Cup. 
For this the Battalion yacht was used, skippered by Captain Sims- 
Hilditch; with myself as bowman; LCpl Hicks as mate; Gdsm 
Coates, Herman and Allen as winchmen and Gdsm Stobbart as 
‘cookie’ and number two on the foredeck. 

Eleven boats started the race off the Sheraton in a freshening 
south westerly. By the time ‘The Duke of Albermarle’ was off the 
Akrotiri Peninsula, only three boats remained in the race as the 
wind had built up to Force 7. After a long flog to Pissouri, a most 
relaxing evening was spent at the Pissouri Beach Hotel. Everyone 
was looking forward to the sail back as it would be under spinnaker. 
After a slow start the wind built up. The three boats took full 
advantage of the breeze and growing seas. 

There was excitement in Limassol bay for all three boats. One 
spinnaker was blown out and a pole snapped, but the only damage 
sustained by ‘The Duke of Albermarle’ was a snapped spinnaker 
uphaul which caused the pole to drop on the bowman's head to the 
great amusement of the crew. The mate sustained severe rope burns 
to his hands trying to release the spinnaker halyard. 

We, not surprisingly, crossed the line 3rd but came in 2nd on 
handicap. The conditions were severe by Cyprus standards, but the 
crew were a credit to themselves, performing well. The race was 
certainly adventurous and demanded much from those taking part. 
It concluded a tortnight’s successful sailing which provided not only 
excellent experience for the Guardsmen but also great enjoyment. It 
is hoped they will get more opportunities to sail in the future. 


SERGEANTS’ MESS 

With the end of our tour in Cyprus now well in sight, life in the 
Sergeants Mess has continued at its normal busy pace. 

We enjoyed meeting The Major General who brought us up to 
date with the news from London District. 

We hosted members of the Ashington Branch for an evening in 
the Sergeants Mess, during their visit to Cyprus. It was good to see 
so many old friends in such good form. 

We have said farewell to CSM Kay and CSgt Cosier who have 
gone to London District and the Guards Depot respectively. Both 
members will finish their service in their new appointments, we 
wish both themselves and their families well for the future. 

We now look forward to our final Winter in Cyprus, It promises 
to be a hectic time; we have a full social programme lined up for our 
Christmas celebrations and hope to see snow in the mountains soon. 

The Sergeants Mess seniors are RSM Spensley, RQMS Franks, 
TQMS Beaumont, DSgt Gajda, CSMs Maddison, Humphrey, 
Wrigglesworth, Jewison and Freeman, Trg WO Dixon, SQMS 
Beetham, SQMS Kirkpatrick & QMSI Monk. 


SCOTS GUARDS 





REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel: Brig M. 1. E. Scott. 
Regimental Adjutant; Maj R. E. Whyte. 
Superintending Clerk: R. Gray. 


1ST BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt Col J. J. Cargill. 
Adjutant: Capt G. H. F. S. Nickerson. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: R. Walker. 
Station: Hohne. 


The Battalion is now back from Fermanagh and South Tyrone, 
after a highly successful tour, and is turning once again to 
mechanized warfare and the facets of life which were conspicuously 
absent in Northern Ireland. Campbell Barracks echoes again to pipe 
calls and the Young Officers being drilled by the Sergeant Major; 
the Brigade Commander has been pleased to notice the improve- 
ment in saluting. 

Generally, the entire tour was a quiet one, and the IRA were 
unable to operate successfully against the Battalion. Little occurred 
to excite attention. The only major exception to this was a proxy 
bomb attack on the Permanent Vehicle Check Point at Kilturk on the 
Fermanagh border. The attack was made using a Post Office van, 
but fortunately the large quantity of home-made explosive inside 
failed to detonate, and the van was left to burn itself out quietly. 
Probably as a result of the difficulty of attacking the Battalion in any 
other way, there was a continuous, determined and concerted 
Public Relations campaign against the Battalion in Fermanagh and 
Tyrone. There were several incidents where Guardsmen found 
themselves in difficult or awkward situations designed for that pur- 
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A ‘C* Company patrol about to leave St Angelo. 


pose and trying to cause over-reaction. Not surprisingly, it was the 
same individuals who kept reappearing at these incidents and 
Guardsmen rapidly learned to be wary. The Guardsmen’s 
discipline, restraint, and good sense meant that the PR campaign 
was seen to be a failure, most of the coverage being contained in 
minor entries in the Republican papers. The conclusion of the tour 
is that PIRA did not achieve anything against the Battalion during 
the four and a half months, and the Battalion returned complete to 
Hohne. 

We have now had a week’s leave and the Battalion is putting 
Northern Ireland behind it. The next major event in the calendar is 
BATUS in 1990, for which we have five months to prepare. A con- 
siderable work-up programme is beginning, with the start being two 
weeks’ training on Soltau to remind everybody what a 432 or tank 
looks like. Section Commanders are pulling together sections and 
reminding them that Artillery Target Indication is now a skill for 
friendly forces as well as the enemy: if somebody mortars them, 
they can mortar him back. This makes a good change from Ireland, 
as does the absence of the Yellow Card. 

During the tour, the Battalion had many visitors, chief among 
them being the Colonel. He was taken around as many of the 
locations as possible, including the bases at St. Angelo, Lisnaskea, 
and Newtownbutler. Other visitors included Lt Gen Sir John 
Waters, Maj Gen R. J. Hodges, Col A. de Cl Leask and Col J. M. 
Clavering. Brig H. W. R. Pike flew from Hohne to see the Battalion 
on a two day visit. 

We have said farewell to the Rev A. D. Jolly who was with the 
Battalion for the tour and has now returned to a parish in Scotland. 
Maj P. J. Farrelly has gone to Colchester Garrison relinquishing 
command of Left Flank to Capt J. H. U. D. de Haldevang whom we 
welcome from the 2nd Battalion. We also welcome the Rev J. P 
Whitton, and 2Lt A. C. Marriott Int Corps, who joins us for a six 
month attachment. 

Ona particularly sad note, it is with great sorrow that we report 
that 2Lt Leslie was killed in a driving accident shortly after the 
Northern Ireland tour. We extend our sympathy to his family and 


friends. 


SERGEANTS’ MESS 
After a successful tour of Northern Ireland all Mess members 
were glad to return to Hohne and carry on a normal Sergeants’ Mess 
life. This began with a highly enjoyable ‘Welcome Home Ball’ 
which was organised by the Master Tailor. Everybody had a really 
excellent evenirg. Congratulations are given to the following on 


their promotion: DSgt Deans, CSMIM Baker, CSM Pickering, 
CQMS Cameron (on posting in from the Guards Depot), and Sgts 
Prichard and Weir. 

We welcome into the Regiment LSgt Gardner, from the Welsh 
Guards on transfer, and also Sgt Hawkins and LSgt Bricknell from 
the Coldstream Guards on attachment. 

The Mess sadly says farewell to the following members on their 
departure to civilian life and hope all goes well for them: LSgts 
Tickner, Dack, Shepherd. 

The fead up to and including the Christmas block leave is going 
to be quite hectic on the social calendar: to name just a few events, 
Dining out of the Adjutant, Capt Nickerson; the Scots Guards 
Association visit; the Football Challenge between both Battalions; 
the Christmas Draw; Sergeants’ Mess invited to the Officers’ Mess, 
and the St. Andrew's Day festivities. The Mess Seniors are: RSM 
Walker, RQMS Crockett, TQMS McGowan, DSgts Deans, 
Spence, WO2 (Master Tailor) Hatton, CSMs McCavera, Murray, 
Downie, McNab, Pickering, OMSM Cameron, CSMIM Baker, 
PSMs Boag, Fotheringham, ASM Cope, REME, SQMS Reynolds, 
RAPC, QMSI Billings, APTC, SQMS Hanning, ACC and AQMS 
Clark, REME. 


2nd BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt Col D. V. Erskine Crum. 
Adjutant: Capt M. G. Bence-Trower. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: D. Wood. 
Station: Hounslow. 


The Battalion returned to Hounslow after a fortnight’s leave to an 
appropriately Indian summer, having missed the greater part of the 
heat wave on account of a rain lashed Exercise ‘Pond Jump West’. 
During the Autumn the Staff Captain was up to his old tricks, and 
so it is with some relief that we find ourselves embracing pre- 
Northern Ireland training. Our Ceremonial Season finished on a 
satisfactory note, firstly with a Guard of Honour, provided un- 
usually by G Company, in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
for the Prime Minister of Finland. Commanded by Capt A. D. 
Mathewson, it is not believed that he had the opportunity to acquaint 
the Prime Minister with the fact that Sth Battalion Scots Guards was 
formed for service in his country during the Winter War of 
1939/40. Secondly, the Battalion found a marching party at the 
Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance composed entirely 
of Falklands Campaign medal holders. 

Having believed just three months ago that the Battalion was to 
leave London District bound for a two-year residential tour in 
Northern Ireland, we now find ourselves scheduled for a six-month 
emergency tour, with Hounslow vacant and our greatcoats in store 
awaiting our return in the Autumn. 

In the space of a November week we were delighted to receive 
visits from The Major General, on his first visit to the Battalion, and 
three senior members of the Regiment: Maj Gen D. M. Naylor; 
Brig J. M. A. Nurton, and finally the Lieutenant Colonel, Brig M. 
I. E. Scott. The Brigade Commander visited a second time to 
Present prizes at the conclusion of the Battalion boxing competition, 
admitting modestly to previous experience in the ring. While Left 
Flank carried off the Inter-Company Boxing Trophy, Headquarter 
Company won the Inter-Company Rugby Football competition, 
after no less than six (shortened) matches in one day. 

The television highlight (seemingly an increasingly frequent 
occurrence) was Anneka Rice's invitation to members of G Com- 
pany to give up a weekend to participate in a railway reconstruction 
project in Kent. We suspect that ‘The Rabbit's’ herculean efforts for 
the cameras caused greater offence to Equity than to the striking 
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National Union of Railwaymen with whom they were working. 

Notwithstanding Northern Ireland training, there is currently a 
composite platoon away with Ist Battalion Coldstream Guards in 
Kenya while two officers have completed brief attachments with the 
Regiment's sister ship, HMS Minerva. We welcome a large section 
from 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards for the forthcoming Northern 
Ireland tour and look forward to similar representation from Ist 
Battalion Coldstream Guards. 

The Battalion has been joined by Capt P. A. Harrington, RAPC, 
while Capt W. H. C. Swinton has returned from York. Lt C. 
Corson and Capt M. Davidson arrived from our Ist Battalion, the 
latter to be Quartermaster. Capt J. Harper has assumed the appoint- 
ment of Technical Quartermaster on his commissioning. Capts D. 
S.C. C. Dobson, J. H. U. D. de Haldevang, and The Hon C. E. 
Knollys, Maj A. J. McHugh, RAPC, and Maj I. Beck have all 
departed for new appointments outside the Battalion; Maj Beck as 
Quartermaster of the Guards Depot. 

Lastly, we suspect that Capts M. W. Joynson and C. D. Stisted 
have finally, and sadly, left the Army, the former heading for the 
City while the latter, with a small shift in allegiance, for the Guards 
Polo Club. 


SERGEANTS’ MESSES 

Some highlights of the last few months have been the dining out 
at an informal lunch of the Quartermaster and Regimental Quarter- 
master Sergeant, during which watches were presented to Master 
Tailor Gribble and Families Warrant Officer Rink. Secondly, there 
was a formal dinner to dine out Regimental Sergeant Major Harper 
on the occasion of his taking up a commission in the Regiment. We 
look forward to his return as Technical Quartermaster. 

Visitors to the Mess have included Brig J. M. A. Nurton, Com- 
mander 56 London Brigade and Brig M. I. E. Scott, the Regimental 
Lieutenant Colonel. We were also visited by Maj Gen D. M. Naylor 
whom many Mess Members remember as their Company Com- 
mander or Commanding Officer. 

The close liaison with other Messes has continued, with invita- 
tions to ‘Happy Hours’ etc being sent to and from the Battalion. 
Mess Members from within, and without, the Household Division 
have made no secret of enjoying our hospitality which was made 
most apparent, perhaps, on the evening of the Warrant Officers’ and 
Sergeants’ Past and Present Association Dinner, held again at the 
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Members of G Company with Anneka Rice during the television 
series ‘Challenge Anneka’. 


Left to Right: LCpl Reid; LCpl Grant; LCpl Johnston; Gdsm Russell; LSgi McGovana; 
Gdsm McPhee; Anneka Rice 


Ramada Inn, London. A myriad of Mess Dress was on display and 
all who attended thoroughly enjoyed the occasion. 

We look forward with anticipation to the Sergeants’ Mess 
Christmas Draw because with Northern Ireland looming, this may 
well be the last time all Mess Members are together until next 
Autumn. 

We say farewell to the following and wish them every success in 
their new posts: RSM Harper (on commissioning), RQMS Gray (on 
promotion) to Regimental Headquarters, WO2 McCann to 8 UDR, 
Sgts Little and Shepherd to civilian life, LSgt Minto to Edinburgh, 
and LSgts Hutton, Manners and Skinner to the Guards Depot. 

We welcome into the Mess RSM Wood from the Ist Battalion, 
LSgt Purdie from the Guards Depot, and LSgt McLaughlan rejoin- 
ing from civilian life. 

We congratulate the following on their promotion: CSgts 
Dalgleish, Scott and Weir to WO2, Sgts Convery and Timperley to 
CSgt, LSgts Alexander, Crosby, Little, McCabe and Scott to Sgt. 
We also welcome the following newly promoted LSgts into the 
Mess: Bridgehouse, Broadhurst, Carter, Harvey and Rowe. 

The Mess seniors are: RSM Wood, RQMS Hammel, ORQMS 
Thomson, TQMS Shand, DSgts Coull, Jackson and MacRae, 
CSMs Anderson, Ball, Crawford, Jackson and Scott, MTIr 
Gribble, CSMIM Weir, OMSM Stirling, Fams WO Rink, WO2 
Dalgleish, SQMS Harrington, ACC, and SQMS Smith, RAPC. 


IRISH GUARDS 





REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel: Maj-Gen R.J.S. Corbett. 


Regimental Adjutant: Maj R.J.S. Bullock-Webster. 
Superintending Clerk: W.A. Henshall. 


1ST BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt Col B.W.F. Holt. 


Adjutant: Capt H. Howard-Allen. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: J.J. Lynch. 
Station: Chelsea Barracks, London. 


The beginning of the period found the Battalion on leave; but on 
our return we were soon back in action when, on 14th September, 
the Battalion found a Guard of Honour, commanded by Maj M.P. 
Morrissey, for M. Jean Paul Chevenment, Minister of Defence for 
France. 

Number 4 Company, commanded by Maj S.J.L. Roberts, sped 
off to sunny Cyprus to take part in Exercise ‘Lion Sun’. They left 
the rest of the Battalion behind in Chelsea looking a shade of ‘Irish 
Green’. The Company made the best use of their opportunity, and 
managed to complete invaluable and exciting training which 
culminated in Exercise ‘Nulli Separabit’. The enemy, who were 
provided by 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards, did not take into 
account the bravery and cunning of CQMS Mulligan who used the 
‘trojan horse’ tactic to capture the enemy headquarters during the 
final attack, thus paving the way for an inevitable Irish Guards 
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The Commander, UK Field Army meets Sgt Halliwell and 
Lt S. O'N, Segrave on Salisbury Plain. 


victory. Not content with showing off in front of the Coldstream 
Guards, No 4 Company did their best to impress The Major 
General, who visited Cyprus on 26th September. 

Meanwhile, back in London. Lt C.J. Tett’s Recce Platoon ran a 
selection course to see which members of the Battalion were 
suitable for transfer to the platoon. At the same time, Lt E.J.F.V. 
Melotte was at the Guards Depot, with elements of the Mortar 
Platoon, running a Household Division Mortar Pre-Course for 
Platoon Commanders, 2ics, MFCs and CPOs from the Grenadier, 
Scots, Coldstream and Irish Guards. 

In Chelsea, we were honoured by the visit of the Bishop of 
London, Dr G. Leonard. The Bishop met many Battalion per- 
sonalities, not least the Mascot, Connor. 

A few days later, on 4th October, the Battalion took part in the 
funeral of the late Field Marshal Sir Richard Hull by providing a 
Guard of Honour, commanded by Maj S.D.B. Millar, a Marching 
Party, and Street Liners. Although a sad day for many, the 
ceremony and atomsphere were a fitng tribute to a great soldier. 

By the end of the first week of October, the Battalion was ready 





Brig. R. A. Oliver with Ppr Smith 





to exercise its Headquarter elements at the Battle Group Trainer 
(South) at Bovington. The week was a memorable one, with No 4 
Company, who all had faces darker than the rest, providing us with 
stories of windsurfing and sunbathing in Cyprus. On the Battalion 
TEWT, O-Groups took place in pubs and barns in the depths of the 
Dorset countryside. Maj D.C.G. Foster's debrief to his Company 
caused a stampede of Friesan cows. The two day ‘CPX Battle’ 
which followed saw the Irish Guards take on a whole enemy Motor 
Rifle Regiment. Major M.P. Morrissey, still smarting from insults 
thrown at his company whilst on exercise in Belize in February, 
came up on the air, and asked whether a bicycle could be sent to 
retrieve the remnants of No 4 Company, who had just repelled a 
battalion attack. Many good lessons came out of our stay in Dorset, 
the most important one probably being that it is quite useful for OC 
Recce Platoon to have his own motor bike. 

The Commander, Berlin Infantry Brigade, Brig R.A. Oliver, 
paid us a visit in October. To him, we demonstrated our military, 
musical and *Mickish’ skills as best we could, in barracks, and in- 
troduced as many of ourselves as possible. 

The next day we dispersed from Chelsea to various training areas 
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Maj M. P. Morrissey gets to grip with the battle. 


all over the country. The Signal Platoon ran two ‘Regular Radio 
Users’ courses, and a ‘Standard 2° Signaller course at 
Crowborough. With their new intake of men, the Recce Platoon 
went to Combermere Barracks and practised turret drills in the Fox, 
the recce vehicle which they will use in Berlin to patrol the border. 
2Lt PLR. Jarvis’ Cambrian Patrol team were busy competing in the 
Black Mountains whilst the rest of No | Company, along with No 
4 Company, trod the soggy moors of Gaerlochhead. No 2 Company 
and Support Company exercised at Otterburn, where the former ran 
an escape and evasion exercise, and the latter managed some spec- 
tacular live firing with Milan, Wombat and Monars all blazing 
away. 

After a fortnight’s field training, it was time to return to our 
Public Duties role. We continued with Queen's Guards, and provid- 
ed a Marching Party, commanded by Maj D.C.G. Foster, at the 
Remembrance Sunday Cenotaph Parade on 12th November. No one 
wanted Maj Foster to depart to his next job without a really good 
stint of Public Duties behind him, so he was also required to com- 
mand a Guard of Honour for Lt-Gen Abu-Shnaf, Chief of Staff, 
Egypt. at the Ministry of Defence on 20th November. 

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Lt-Col 
M.G. ‘Mick’ Lane in November. We remember him as a man who 
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The Bishop of London with Connor. L/Crl Smith looks on. 


embodied the true spirit of the Irish Guards in his person and in his 
music. We send our deepest sympathy to his wife, and his family. 

Maj. M.P. Morrissey and Maj J.H.R. Coe have left the Regiment 
for civilian life; Maj D.C.G. Foster leaves the Battalion for an 
appointment elsewhere. In his place, we welcome Maj B.P. 
Hornung, who returns from an exacting posting in Gibraltar, to 
command No 2 Company. 


WELSH GUARDS 


REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS 
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel: Brig J. F. Rickett. 
Regimental Adjutant: Maj J. D. G. Sayers. 
Superintending Clerk: T. D. J. Thorne. 


1ST BATTALION 
Commanding Officer: Lt Col D. P. Belcher. 
Adjutant: Capt R. H. W. St G. Bodington. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: M. E. Evans. 
Station: Elizabeth Barracks, Pirbright. 











The Princess of Wales, accompanied by Brig J. F. Rickett, is 
met by the Chaplain to the Household Division prior to the 
Regimental Remembrance Service. 


This article covers our last month in Belize bringing to an end a 
memorable tour. Writing these notes back in Pirbright one 
remembers what a fine and varied life we have had in 1989. 

Early September in Belize heralded the launch of Operation 
*Leek’, a ten-day Battalion Group operation designed by Head- 
quarters British Forces Belize to seek out illegal immigrants on the 
Guatemalan Border with Belize, and to keep a sharp eye out for the 
movement of drugs. Each Company was given a TAOR and covert 
OP's were inserted. Unfortunately, the operation produced little 
concrete result, but at the very least we halted the drug movement 
through the Northern part of Belize for the duration of the opera- 
tion. This lengthy exercise was enlightened by a visit from The 
Princess Royal. She visited every outpost and a very happy picnic 
lunch was held, in the shadow of the magnificent Mayan ruin of 
Xunantunich, hosted by the Battalion. 

Returning from the operation, the Battalion kept a low profile 
during the Belize General Election which produced a surprise result 
but a peaceful aftermath. 

A party of 12 MPs arrived for a week, including Mr. Bernie 





The Regimental Band, Corps of Drums, and Number 2 
Company during the Belizean Independence Day Parade. 
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Grant who provided provocative debate. He warmed to us by the 
end and presented a record of anti-apartheid reggae music with his 
own commentary superimposed! 

Their departure saw the start of our own farewells to Belize 
celebrated first by a magnificent rugby victory against a strong RAF 
team. It all bodes well for the coming season. The visit of the 
Regimental Band, accompanied by the Regimental Adjutant, was 
hugely appreciated the length and breadth of Belize, adding style to 
Belizean and British functions of variable quality. Further farewells 
included a Dinner Party at Airport Camp, the presentation of a 
picture to the Officers’ Mess, and a final Officers’ Day out on the 
Cayes. 

Our departure coincided with a visit by the Adjutant General 
accompanied by Lt Col C. R. Watt. We were very pleased that time 
allowed him to visit every Camp and to hear him talk so positively 
on Pay and Allowances matters to a high percentage of the Battalion 
Group. For us, it was a timely visit on leaving our relatively well 
paid posting for the financial difficulties of soldiering in London 
District. 

After three weeks leave we briefly reassembled before the whole 
Battalion departed for six bases in Wales for an unashamed ten-day 
recruiting drive aimed at recruiting young Welshmen for Welsh 
Guards. Our recruiting and retention are better than most, but there 
is no room for any complacency. 

The Wales venture was full of variety, including three Rugby 
matches, a concert given by the Band and Choir, and numerous 
visits to the Battalion by Schools and Cadet Forces. At Capel Curig 
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LSet Millar outside the Guards Chapel prior to the Regimental 
Remembrance Service. 








Sgt Webber oversees the washing. 


can be found the Roof of Africa team training for their huge expedi- 
tion later this year. It is a fine undertaking involving over 80 of the 
Battalion, and it is gratifying to see how well the funds are being 
given to provide the £250000 needed to complete the entire route. 

Lastly, we have just heard that the Battalion is to be posted to 
Ballykelly in early 1992 for a two and a half year accompanied tour. 
On first hearing the Battalion is very well pleased; especially the 
younger members who eagerly seek more of the change, challenge 
and excitement they joined for. 

Over this period we have said goodbye to Capt B. J. Bathurst, to 
Bielefeld, as ADC to Lt Gen Sir Charles Guthrie, and Lts M. R. H. 
Carr and D. H. Helm, both to the Guards Depot. 


THE GUARDS DEPOT 





Commandant: Lt Col C. M. Bremner, Welsh Guards. 
Adjutant: Capt R. I. C. Tubbs, Coldstream Guards. 
Regimental Sergeant Major: R. A. J. Phasey, Grenadier Guards. 


Through the Winter term the Guards Depot has achieved its 
critical objectives; it has maintained the high standard of Recruits 
and Junior Guardsmen completing training and has also managed to 
meet the allocated quota for the Regiments, partly as a result of two 
schemes to help recruiting and retention. 

Firstly there is the ‘Satisfied Soldiers’ Scheme’; this involves 
Recruits (between leaving the Depot and joining their Regiment) 
being sent back to their home town and school. There, with a selec- 
tion of photographs, they encourage their friends to ‘join up’. 
Secondly, ‘The Parents Day’; not only do the parents of various 
Recruits attend, but also their brothers and friends. Three or four 
people per Recruit is the average attendance which is proof of the 
Popularity of such events. 
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On a different note the children’s programme ‘Blue Peter’ 
recently spent two days filming on the square with their presenters 
donning various articles of uniform and attempting to learn the 
rudiments of drill, under the guidance of CSM Cook, Gren Gds, 
who was finally awarded a ‘Blue Peter’ Badge for his efforts. 

Once again the Depot has some notable sporting achievements. 
Following their success during the Summer, the Guards Depot 
Adventure Training Wing swept the board at the Army Surf Canoe 
Championships at Saunton Sands, Devon. LSgt MacLean, PARA, 
and LSgt Richardson, Gren Gds, were particularly successful. The 
team was selected to paddle for the Army in the Inter-Services Com- 
petition. The Junior Parachute Company had two notable successes, 
firstly winning the Junior Inter-Company Boxing Championships 
when, in an extremely hard fought contest, JParas Lawless, 
Bridges, Bell and Edwards all won their fights. The Company also 
won the Cross Country Competition with Maj B. Andrews winning 
the ‘senior’ race, The Depot team is currently lying second in the 
Army Junior Cross Country League and is confident of yet another 
success in this competition. Finally, the Household Cavalry 
Squadron won the Inter-Company Volleyball, which was, 
somewhat surprisingly, extremely competitive. 

The Inspecting Officers at the three Passing-Out Parades all com- 
mented on the high standards of turnout and drill. They were Col 
M. M. Carnegie Brown, Lt Col J. A. S. Lancaster and Lt Col J. R. 
G. Crisp. The ‘Best Recruits’ in the various platoons were TGdsm 
Whitehouse, Gren Gds, Donaghue, SG, Vickers, Gren Gds, and 
Lott, Coldm Gds, and JSgt Donaghue, WG. 

One other visit of note was that of Lt Gen Sir Edward Jones, the 
Quartermaster General, who visited the Military Studies Wing, the 
NAAFI and various married quarters. He alse found himself being 
accosted by a number of young officers during dinner in the 
Officers’ Mess and ‘discussed’ various topical subjects close to 
their hearts. 

One of the most controversial courses run by the Depot, ‘The 
Brigade Squad’ has seen some dramatic changes over the last few 
months. The course is now based on the need for developing the 
leadership qualities needed for RCB and Sandhurst. To help this, 
the Household Division Assessment Board is set up at the beginning 
of each course; this is, effectively, a pre-RCB but is open to anyone 
over the age of 16; it is a quick and effective way for Regiments to 
select potential officers. 

Finally, we have had to say ‘au-revoir’ to a number of officers. 
Not only have the Commandant, Lt Col O. R. St J. Breakwell, 
Coldm Gds, and the Quartermaster, Lt Col E. Lawrie, SG moved 
on, but also Maj E. M. Pridham, WG, Capts R. H. B. Cockcroft, 
WG, G. N. P. Hogarth, Gren Gds, A. Charlton, PARA, V. 
McEllin, IG, Lts C. G. M. Redmayne, IG, The Hon E. Brassey, 
Gren Gds, D. M. Rees, WG, D. O. W. Wynne, WG, The Hon J. 
E. M. Eden, LG, J. G. N. Fairholme, Coldm Gds, G. R. C. 
Quilter, IG, and G. R. Muir, Coldm Gds. In their place we 
welcome Lt Col C. M. Bremner, WG, Majs I. Beck, SG, R. T. 
Powney, RAEC, Capt J. D. Knowles, LG, and Lts D. H. Helm, 
WG. M. R. W. Carr, WG, C. J. P. Clegg, PARA, The Hon T. E. 
Coke, SG, H. J. P. Farr, SG, J. M. P. Jarrett, SG and A. C. B. 
McEwan, IG. 


SERGEANTS’ MESS 

Once again the Sergeants’ Mess has provided a relaxing and com- 
fortable atmosphere for its members during a hectic period in the 
Autumn term at the Guards Depot. The social life flourishes with 
hardly a spare weekend in the calendar, this is mainly due to the 
Entertainments Committee ably led by CSM Fagan, IG. 

The most memorable occasion was undoubtedly the sad farewell 
to the Commandant, Lt Col O. R. St J. Breakwell, who was 





presented with the traditional drum from the members of the 
Sergeants’ Mess. The evening proved to be a great success with fine 
fare, entertainment and good company. Everyone involved with 
this event should take a bow, as it was certainly *Nulli Secundus’. 

The finals of the Brownlow Cup for Boxing were held on 6th 
October; this was won by the Junior Parachute Company with a 
point to spare. All (LE) Officers and officials were invited into the 
Mess after the final bout, and many a yarn was heard of their old ex- 
ploits with the gloves. 

Thirty Recruiters, from all over the UK, visited us to see at first 
hand the Guards Depot (and to set them on the right road to produc- 
ing more recruits for the Household Division). Some were so 
impressed with the Mess facilities that they nearly missed the Com- 
mandant’s final address. 

On 20th October the Annual Inter-Regimental Pace-Stick com- 
petion took place, and after a very exciting and close run thing 14 
Company were placed Ist, with K Company 2nd, and 5 Company 
3rd. The Mess would like to thank Capt V. McLean, formerly IG, 
RSM Warwick, and RQMS Gallagher for taking time to act as the 
judges. The competitors and officials adjourned to the Mess to 
deliberate and wet the whistle after the dust of the square on a very 
blustery October afternoon. 

On 2nd November a very wet day stopped at 1800 hours just as 
the bonfire was lit and the firework display was started. (This was 
claimed by the Quartermaster to be indented for, as it was the PRI 
which was paying for the fireworks.) After the display and musical 
pageant by the Junior Musicians, the families of the Guards Depot 
Sergeants’ Mess and the Welsh Guards went back to the Mess for a 
buffet and another firework display by the children, who enjoyed 
themselves by lighting over 500 sparklers. 

Finally, Remembrance Sunday, 12th November, proved to be 
another successful afternoon. After a Drumhead Service on the 
square attended by all of the Guards Depot Staff and Trainees, with 
a good contingent of both Grenadier and Scots Guards Association 
members, a March Past was organised with the salute taken by the 
Commandant, Lt Col C. M. Bremner, WG. A curry lunch was 
enjoyed afterwards in the Mess, with the Association members join- 
ing us for another entertaining afternoon. 

The Mess has said farewell to quite a number of members during 





The Senior Major, Maj H. A. Baillie, Gren Gds, presents JPara 

Lawless, PARA, with the Bantam Weight trophy during the 

Inter-Company Boxing Championships which were held on 6th 
October 1989, 
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this period, too many to mention by name, but we would like to wish 
a fond farewell to WOI (Supt Clk) Matthews, Coldm Gds, who, 
after three years as the Superintending Clerk of the Guards Depot, 
has been commissioned and is now the Assistant Adjutant with Ist 
Battalion Coldstream Guards. ~ 

The Household Division Mess seniors are RSM Phasey, Gren 
Gds; WO! (Supt Clk) Henshall, IG: RQMS Gallagher, SG; AQMS 


Coates, IG; DSgt Burns, IG; CSMs Rankin SG; Cook, Gren Gds; 
Taylor. Gren Gds; Fagan, IG; and Proctor, Coldm Gds; DMaj 
Davies, Gren Gds; PMaj Riddell, SG; BSM Druce, WG; WO2s 
Byrne LG; D'arcy, Gren Gds; McGrann, IG; and Hynds, SG. 

Senior attached personnel are SMI Jones, SASC; WO! Whitehill, 
ACC; QMSI Sorensen, APTC; SQMS Smith. RAPC; WO2 Lucas, 
RAMC; and Rookyard ACC; CSM Gerrard, PARA. 


SEE 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


To The Editor, The Guards Magazine 
From Mrs June Rogers 


KING EDWARD VIII AND THE HOUSEHOLD TROOPS 
Sir, 
I refer to the article in the Summer 1989 edition of The Guards Magazine ‘King Edward VIII and the Household 
Troops’. 
I see no mention was made of the late King inspecting The Royal Horse Guards (The Blues). 
This was the first inspection of the King’s reign, of a mounted Regiment, and it took place on 15th May 1936, in Hyde 


Park. 
My father, Walter Twidle, MM, was Regimental Corporal Major, and carried the Standard. 


Yours faithfully, 
J. ROGERS 
16 Ashburn Gardens, 
Rolovough Lane, 
Ashburton, 


Devon 
TQ13 7UN 


To The Editor, The Guards Magazine 
From M. Hooson, formerly Welsh Guards 


KING EDWARD VIII AND THE HOUSEHOLD TROOPS 
Sir, 

As an old Welsh Guardsman I read General Sir Michael Gow’s article in the Summer 1989 issue with much interest. 
However, I remain not a little puzzled by the omission of the King’s review of The Royal Horse Guards which took place 
in Hyde Park on 15th May, 1936. 

I was taken to see it by my mother, whose brother, CoH G. A. Roper, was at the time serving in A Squadron. Whilst 
the minutia of the parade escapes me, it was certainly one of the most colourful and exciting spectacles that any 5% -year-old 
boy could ever wish to see. I particularly remember the unfortunate incident which occurred towards the end of the Review. 
Whilst the mounted band was playing itself past the saluting base, one of the greys threw its rider and bolted into a bevy 
of newsreel cameramen who, along with their three-legged implements, were standing on the roofs of their respective 
motor-cars. The Musician, somewhat shaken, managed to pick himself up and retreat to safety, although the horse needed 
some urgent veterinary attention to a nasty gash on its left flank, caused by one of its rider’s spurs. 

Notwithstanding the abdication on 10th December, a coloured illustration of the Review was used for The Blues 
Christmas card that year, and I doubt if a single recipient of the card could tell that His Majesty was wearing a Foot Guards 
frock coat! 

Yours faithfully, 
M. HOOSON 
Stepaside Cottage, 
The Pudgell, 
Great Chishill, 
Royston, Herts. 
SG8 8SE 
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To The Editor, The Guards Magazine 
From Brigadier J. N. Ghika, formerly Irish Guards 


THE UNION JACK CLUB 
Sir, 

I am writing to you as Comptroller of the Union Jack Club in the hope of enlisting the support of your readers for a 
special project for the Club. 

The Union Jack Club is perhaps the largest residential Club for service personnel and their families in the United 
Kingdom. As well as extensive public rooms we have 353 bedrooms and can accommodate up to 458 people per night. This 
of course means a seemingly endless expanse of bedroom corridors, which always appear rather bleak and institutional and 
seems to defy all our efforts to create the atmosphere of a friendly family hotel. We would therefore very much like to ac- 
quire more pictures, particularly prints which need not necessarily have a service theme, in order to make these bedroom 
floors more homely and welcoming to those who are staying here. I should perhaps add that we are currently buying a certain 
number of pictures each year for the interior of the bedrooms themselves. 

If, therefore, any of your readers have any spare pictures, either framed or unframed, perhaps they would consider 
donating them to the Club for this particular purpose, in which case the Club Secretary, Lieutenant Colonel T. R. Forrest, 
would be happy to receive them. 

I believe that the atmosphere of the Club is of crucial importance to its continuing success and nice pictures can play 
a large part in creating this. 


Yours faithfully, 
J. N. GHIKA 
The Union Jack Club, 
Sandell Street, 
Waterloo, 
London 
SE1 6UJ 


To The Editor, The Guards Magazine 
From Major General Sir John Nelson, formerly Grenadier Guards 


& THE GUARDS PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
ir, 

This Association is open to membership to all those of the Household Brigade or Division who are qualified parachutists 
and have been, as such, in a recognised Airborne or Special Service. 

This applies to those serving before the formation of the Guards Parachute Battalion (November 1946), or after the 
disbandment of the Guards Independent Parachute Company in 1975, and of course, to those of either that battalion or of 
‘G’ Squadron, SAS. 

In order to accommodate potential members, it was decided unanimously at the last Annual General Meeting of the 
Guards Parachute Company Association to drop the word ‘Company’ from its title. 

Those eligible and interested are asked to contact either our Chairman, Major Gordon Mitchell, MBE, BEM, 16 Lower 
Ward, Windsor Castle, Berkshire, or the Secretary, Captain M. H. J. Nicholas, 6 Broadlands, Farnborough, Hampshire 
GU14 7ER. 

Yours faithfully, 
JOHN NELSON, President 
Appin, 
Argyll 
PA38 4BL 
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OBITUARIES 
Lieutenant Colonel M. G. Lane, ARCM, Psm 


late Irish Guards 





By Captain S. A. J. BLAKE 
formerly Coldstream Guards 


ichael Lane was born in 1933 and spent his child- 
Me in his beloved Hampshire, where he com- 

menced his musical education, which was to result 
in him joining the Staff Band of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps in 1950. 

He played the French horn, organ, piano and violin and 
was a chorister all his life, with a very good tenor voice. 

His musical ability, combined with his natural leader- 
ship, qualified him for entry as a Student Bandmaster to the 
Royal Military School of Music in 1960, from which he 
graduated in 1964. 

His first appointment was as Bandmaster of the 10th 
Royal Hussars (PWO). He saw service with his Regiment in 
Aden and it was there many of his friends met him. When his 
Regiment moved to Munster, friendships were renewed, 
and those who served in 4th Guards Brigade were privileged 
to be entertained by him and his band on many occasions, 
with the entertainment always being extended in the 
Sergeants Mess. 

In 1969 Michael was appointed Brigade Bandmaster of 
The Royal Green Jackets, and in 1971 was commissioned as 
Director of Music of the Band of the Womens Royal Army 
Corps. 

In 1974 he was appointed Director of Music of the 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst Band Corps. In all these 
appointments he was highly respected. 

In January 1977 he was appointed Director of Music 
of the Irish Guards, and so began the happiest period of his 
life. 

He was a ‘natural’ Guardsman, who combined a dedicated sense of duty and first class musicianship with an infectious 
sense of humour. He loved being a ‘Mick’ amongst the Micks. 

In 1987 he was appointed Senior Director of Music of the Household Division. and he died in service at the Cambridge 
Military Hospital on 7th November 1989 shortly after his 56th birthday. 

Michael's career, therefore, was conventional for one of such musical merit, yet his character was unique. 

He was traditional in his love of Queen, Country and Regiment, rigorous in the pursuit of a unison of purpose, and had 
a personality which enriched the harmony of friendship. 

He had a natural flair for instructing the young, and the choristers he trained in the Garrison Church in Munster will 
always remember him with pride and affection, as will all who had the privilege to serve with him in Band or Regiment. 

Above all, Michael was a Christian man who loved the English of the King James Bible and the Book of Common 
Prayer. He delighted in the harmony of Chant and Hymns, and like all good soldiers, preferred sermons to be short and to 
the point. 

Michael married Patricia Lake, his childhood sweetheart, some 38 years ago, and theirs was an ideal marriage. 

He was devoted to her and their two daughters and three sons, and their families. Our love and sympathy go out to 
Patricia and her family. 

They. like us, will have many happy memories Of a special person, who enriched our lives by his friendship and his 
musicianship. He was undoubtedly a distinguished Irish Guardsman. 
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Lieutenant Colonel C. H. R. Heber Percy, DSO, MC 


late Welsh Guards 


By BRIGADIER SIR ALEXANDER STANIER. Bt, DSO, MC 
formerly Welsh Guards 


yril who died on Ist August 1989 aged 83, greatly 
enjoyed life up to his last illness. Born at Hodnet, the 


family home, he crammed more life and action into 
every 24 hours than most people do in a week or more. 
Whatever came his way he was always filled with enthusiasm 
and his desire to do something, often unusual and not always ap- 
proved of, as he describes in his book ‘Us Four’. 

His knowledge of the countryside was extensive whether it 
was the people and animals who occupied it or all that grew 
there. 

He joined the Regiment in 1925 and at once showed himself 
as a born leader of men, such as on a dull military exercise he 
would bring excitement even if it got staff officers and umpires 
out of bed, when all imagined everything had closed down for 
the night! When war came he commanded a company in a com- 
posite battalion sent to the Hook of Holland. On his return when 
asked what it was like he replied ‘War is more exciting than fox 
hunting.’ At Boulogne later in 1940 he showed outstanding in- 
itiative and was awarded a well-deserved MC. Later in the war 
he commanded Ist Battalion with distinction in North West 
Europe where he was wounded but retu:ned to resume com- 
mand and gain a DSO. At the end of the war he became a Master 
and Huntsman of the Cottesmore hounds. Here he worked long 
hours by day and night to see his followers had good sport. 

His book called ‘Hym’, the life story of a famous fox, 
shows how much he knew about nature. 

When he retired after twenty-two years as a Master of 
Foxhounds he spent much of his time encouraging and teaching the young to shoot and fish and to get to know the ways of 
animals and the countryside. Once again, one gets an insight into another world in his book ‘Whilst Others Sleep’. He too 
had green fingers where, at his home at Ibstone, one saw what could be done in a small garden, as well as having a swimming 
pool where one was welcomed by the shouts of children from the neighbourhood. 

My family for generations have been close friends of the Heber Percy family and I shall always remember his welcome 
and even in old age his youthful eagerness and enthusiasm. To Pam and his family we offer our sincere sympathy, knowing 
that many will remember him with affection. 
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Major A. L. Rook, MC 


late Royal Horse Guards (The Blues) 





By LIEUTENANT COLONEL D. J. DALY 
Formerly The Blues and Royals 


I aurence Rook loved the sea and wanted to join 
the Navy. but failed his eyesight test. so he 
joined the Maritime Artillery. where he was in 

charge of anti-aircraft guns on merchant ships. 

When this Regiment was disbanded, two of his senior 
officers, one a Scots Guard and the other a *Blue’ tried to 
persuade him to join their Regiment. The ‘Blues’ won and 
Laurence joined the Ist Household Cavalry Regiment in 
Egypt and remained with them until the end of the war. 

In 1944, in Italy, Laurence set up an Observation Post 
during one night, accompanied by a trooper. In the early 
morning he noticed a German Observation Post and leaving 
the trooper behind, he stalked the German, captured him 
with all his marked maps and marched him back to our lines, 
having to go through a minefield on the way. For his gallant 
action he was awarded the Military Cross. Laurence loved 
his dogs, and many people in Germany after the war will 
remember his wirehaired Dachshunds, ‘Trixie’ and 
‘August’, who always went with him, even on large exer- 
cises. Many times on an exercise the staff car had to be left 
behind because the dogs had disappeared down a rabbit 
hole. Laurence was completely unflappable, and was much 
loved by his officers and always known as ‘The Crow’ or 
‘The Leader’. 

Laurence was an excellent horseman, and started show 
jumping in the BAOR. He was a member of the Team that 
won in Rotterdam immediately after the war, and also rode 
in Dublin and the White City among other places. Towards the end of his tour in BAOR he took up Combined Training, 
possibly to enable him to have more hunting leave. He first rode at Badminton in 1951, rode in the ‘52 Olympics where he 
had a fall, and in 1953 was European Champion, winning at Badminton. He was in the winning Team in 1954 and 1955, 
and the same Team won the Gold Medal at the Stockholm Olympics. 

When he left the Army in 1954 he became a keen farmer, firstly in Sussex and then in Gloucestershire. He had many 
interests outside farming, the main one being hunting. He sailed at Cowes, was an accomplished fisherman, and much en- 
joyed his shooting and running his own small shoot. 

When he gave up competitive riding in 1956, he became very involved with the Three Day Eventing world, both na- 
tionally and internationally. He judged considerably, both at home and abroad, and was Technical Delegate at two Olympic 
Games — Mexico and Montreal. 

Laurence was a quiet type of ‘gentle man’. His quiet sense of humour, friendliness and sound advice made him many 
friends of all ages. He was a modest winner and a good loser. Not for him the ‘punch in the air’, just a quict pat on his horse's 
neck. 

Recently he had given up shooting, but always took great pleasure in watching his many friends enjoy themselves. His 
birds flew well and the lunch afterwards was always of the highest standard. He was a most generous host and those who 
were lucky enough to have stayed at Beverston will remember the greeting: ‘You know where the drink cupboard is. Help 

ourself.” 

We say farewell to a wonderful friend, a good sportsman and a brave soldier who will be greatly missed. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife, Jane, who was always by his side giving encouragement. They were in- 
deed a wonderful team. 
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Captain (LE) C. F. G. Owen 


late Welsh Guards 








By LIEUTENANT (LE) P. J. RICHARDS 
Welsh Guards 


olin Owen was tragically killed on 27th June 1989, 
whilst participating in an organised walk in Wales, 


when serving with HQ 160 Infantry Brigade. He was 
42 years old, and leaves a son, Timothy, and a daughter, Claire. 

Colin joined the Welsh Guards in 1964, and served the 
majority of his service in the clerical field. He served in Aden, 
BAOR and Berlin; and it was in Berlin that I first met, and got 
to know, Colin. I succeeded him as both the Orderly Room Col- 
our Sergeant of the Battalion, and later in 1986, as Superintend- 
ing Clerk of the Regiment. He had also held the appointment of 
Office Manager of the Combined Guards Records Office, in 
Wellington Barracks. 

He was a thoroughly likeable man, who possessed plenty of 
common sense, and had an infectious sense of humour. He was 
a keen sportsman who always kept himself fit. In recent years 
he became an accomplished marathon runner, partaking in both 
the London and New York Marathons, where he acquitted 
himself with very respectable times. 

The news of his untimely death came as a devastating blow to 
all who knew him. He was nearing the end of a distinguished 
career, and about to achieve all he had hoped for, which makes 
his parting even more difficult to comprehend. 

He is sorely missed. 
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Professor Colonei G. A. I .D. Draper, OBE 


late Irish Guards 


By J. B. FALLER, Esq 
Formerly Coldstream Guards 


at the age of 75, was commissioned into the Irish 
Guards in December 1941. 

He served with the Ist Battalion in Tunisia in 1943 
where, early on, he had the ill-luck to fall victim to an attack 
of amoebic dysentery so severe that he had to be invalided 
home. 

In the early part of 1945, Gerald became Extra- 
Regimentally Employed when seconded to the Judge 
Advocate-General’s Office where. throughout a period 
lasting until 1949, he served with great distinction as a 
Military Prosecutor, War Crimes Trials. He was engaged 
continuously in the field in work of the highest importance. 
his most illustrious case being the preparation of the indict- 
ment against, und successful prosecution of, Field Marshal 
van Manstein, one-time Commander of the German Army 
Group South on the Russian Front. 

The nature of Gerald’s work in this context, so often 
undertaken in cramped quarters and through many hours 
each day, caused him eventually to become severely 
crippled by ‘ankylosing spondylitis’, an affliction essen- 
tially of the spine, which grew worse with cach year of his 
life. but which he bore with great stoicism and endless 
cheerfulness. Gerald was never to be seen apart from his 
Regimental blackthorn upon which he relied so much when 
attempting to walk, which he managed only by the utmost 
determination and courage. 

He retired from the Army in 1956, with the rank of Colonel, having served the last six years as Legal Advisor in the 
Directorate of Army Legal Service. 

Gerald's outstanding intellectual qualities, his extraordinary erudition and his shrewd ability caused him to be sought 
after persistently in both legal and academic circles. Thus, on retiring from the Army, his services were called upon widely, 
not only at home but throughout the world, especially in the field of international law as it governs war, the status of 
prisoners-of-war, and of terrorism in its many facets. During the last year of his life Gerald had been advising the All-Party 
Parliamentary War Crimes Group, and acting as a consultant to the Home Office War Crimes Inquiry into the presence of 
suspected war criminals in the United Kingdom. and into the feasibility of bringing them to trial. Sadly, he was to leave un- 
finished a number of other internationally important assignments, including the International Commission of Inquiry in the 
Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33. 

Gerald's remarkable scholarship, his incisive and authoritative intellectual powers never stood in the way of his natural 
ability, and indeed his inclination, to delight and divert his wide circle of friends and companions. His keen sense of humour, 
his deep sensitivity and. above all, his unswerving loyalty to those he betriended was both exemplary and wholly engaging. 

Our sympathy goes to his wife. Julia, whose love and devotion sustained him throughout his married life. 


P=: Gerald Draper, who died on 3rd July 1989, 
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A Tribute 
The Reverend L. W. Mathews, QHC, OBE, TD, MA 


late Royal Army Chaplains Department, and Chaplain to the Household Brigade, 1961-1966 


By The Reverend L. E. M. CLAXTON 
formerly Royal Army Chaplains Department, and Chaplain to the Household Brigade, 1966-1969 


expect an Army Chaplain to be, that the Army took 

Lawrence Mathews unreservedly to its heart. In the 
Chaplain’s Department he was a legend; you knew about 
him long before you met him. I had never seen him but knew 
he was stationed in Malta; so when our Troopship called 
there it was natural to telephone him. *Meet me at the Fleet 
Club at noon,” he said. We spent the morning looking for the 
Fleet Club, and never found it. We sailed that afternoon. 
Later, we discovered that he had been waiting for us for over 
two hours in the Navy Club! 

He had been Staff Chaplain in Cairo, with Victor Pike 
as Deputy Chaplain General. Lawrence saluted every time 
he entered the DCG's office. ‘Stop doing that,’ growled 
Victor, One day a new Chaplain from England reported for 
duty. As he opened the door he saw the Staff Chaplain on his 
back on the floor, with the DCG kneeling over him and 
shaking him unmercifully. ‘Stop doing i will you," he was 
shouting. There was war in the Middle East; otherwise the 
new arrival would have taken the first plane home! 

Stories abound. There was the one-eyed horse sold to 
Lawrence by an Irish Guardsman; there was the un- 
manageable horse which two members of the Household 
Cavalry had selected to give Lawrence a ‘quiet ride’ in 
Rotten Row. Then there was Princess Alice. She was ex- 
pected for a very special Service at the Guards Chapel. 
Every seat was taken, except for two at the front. As 
Lawrence and the other Chaplains waited at the West Door for the Royal Car, a taxi drew up. Lawrence dashed down the 
steps to open the door. Not noticing the frantic hand and mouth signals from the other Chaplains (who knew about Princess 
Alice’s casual mode of travel), he escorted an old fady up the steps, saying heartily, ‘You're just in time, my dear, and we're 
very full, but I'in sure we can squeeze you in somewhere at the back.* 

I was in Woolwich when Lawrence was ACG London District. From time to time he would gather his Chaplains 
together for a sandwich lunch in his house, next to the Guard Room in Wellington Barracks. We all had to lead off on 
something which we had been doing. He could coax out of you things that nobody else could. Pomposity and pretence were 
impossible in that hilarious atmosphere. I often wondered why the Guard Commander did not come round to investigate the 
noise that came from the Chaplain’s house. 

The time came for me to take over from Lawrence as Chaplain to the Household Brigade. He moved into the Mess, and 
we moved into his house. The first Sunday was terrifying. The precision and perfection of the Service in the Guards Chapel 
had reduced me to a state of nerves. I could hardly move. let alone speak. But, as we entered the Choristry, Lawrence said 
in a loud, hoarse whisper: ‘I must go and get me reading glasses; I've left them in the Vestry. You carry on.’ The spell was 
broken, and my tongue was loosened. It was all right after that. 

The hand-over lasted a month. We drove all over the place with his excellent Geordie driver who had him well under 
control. He introduced me to everybody after giving me a vivid thumbnail sketch of them. If he saw someone approaching 
whom he did not want to meet, he could effect an instantaneous and miraculous disappearance, not infrequently on the floor 
of his car. It was an Indian Summer in February, and I wished it could have gone on for ever. 

Few of us will ever really know what the Guards Chapel and its present day worshippers owe to Lawrence Mathews 
and to all that he achieved during his time there, and for the love that he always felt for this beautiful Royal Military Chapel. 

After that, he was, as he expressed it in his farewell sermon, ‘Put out to grass.* First as Domestic Chaplain to the Bishop 
of Chelmsford (his brother-in-law). Lawrence called himself ‘the Bishop's Domestos’. What a lively household that must 


I was because he was quite unlike what one might 
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have been! Then as Chaplain in Bordeaux, with the lovely Dordogne in his parish; then finally in Doone Valley and Oare 
Church. The Lord had certainly ‘cast his lot on fair ground’. It was good grazing and how well he deserved it. Those who 
met him were always enriched by the experience. 


An Appreciation 


By Major A. G. DOUGLAS, MBE 
formerly Grenadier Guards 


that by the time it re-opened, things would work smoothly. No one will really comprehend the work he did so 
willingly for the Chapel. 

He was an indefatigable operator on the members of the congregation, and in particular on anyone with a ‘Guards con- 
nection’. He endeavoured to make sure that all the embellishments in the rebuilt Chapel would be covered financially. An 
instance of this was that the pews (chairs would have been provided officially) were paid for in full by subscription from 
individuals or Regiments, and the record of this work was kept by Lawrence. His records were produced to the Treasurer 
of the Restoration Fund to ensure there was no overlapping over the collection of the money. This was done every Monday 
morning, when he could explain who had been waylaid by him the day before. 

At the time of the re-opening of the Chapel, Lawrence had prepared a fine Service Paper, complete with a first proem. 

He, on his own, ensured that no one outside the Division, however senior, could move into the Chapel and so upset the 
right of sole authority of the Division to this Church. 

His quarters were inside Wellington Barracks, and on Sundays, after the morning service he invited some of the con- 
gregation to partake of sherry or coffee. Many members of the bands will remember him for this kindly act. 

Lawrence, in his last years, was an invalid who endured great suffering. He was a great Christian and Chaplain, a 
dedicated and lovable man. 

The Household Division have good reason to be thankful for his services. 

It is a matter of regret that he did not live to see the television broadcast on Remembrance Sunday. 


I awrence Mathews arrived at the Guards Chapel in the middle of the reconstruction, and set about meking sure 
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Brigadier J. O. M. Ashton, OBE 


fate Welsh Guards 





By The Reverend T. M. H. RICHARDS 
formerly Padre to 3rd Battalion Welsh Guards 


he reported death of Brigadier J. O. M. ‘Teal’ 
Ashton on 22nd September, tragically closes the 


life of an extraordinary controversial personality. 
Living the life of an eccentric with his Arab servant, adopted 
as his son, in the seclusion of his home in Milton, South 
Pembrokeshire, he could not continue living after the death 
of his son, some hours before. 

Teal Ashton was the equipped desert soldier in heart 
and mind. Serving the Arab Legion as Brigade Commander 
under the leadership of the legendary Glubb Pasha, the 
desert to him was a spiritual home. 

He fitted oddly into the Brigade of Guards when commis- 
sioned in 1928. Possessing an acute military brain, and in- 
tellectual strengths beyond, Ashton was a scholar and 
outstanding character to those who bore his oddities. In post- 
war years, he became a lonely figure, with a hurt that never 
healed at his departure from the Legion in peculiar political 
circumstances. 

His old house surrounded by trees was a gloomy struc- 
ture, but inside something of a musevm with all evidence 
and reminders of the Legion and Bedouin. Valuable Oriental 
trinkets littered the rooms, and brilliant water colours 
adorned the walls. Teal was an accomplished artist of rare 
sensitivity. A lover of classical music, he manufactured his 
own record player, and would discourse at length on the 
great composers, Bruckner in particular. His models of 
ships to precise scale were of patient workmanship. 

As Padre to the 3rd Battalion Welsh Guards, I got to know him well and treasured his friendship. ‘Teal’ Ashton was 
a man of great integrity. He was buried in the little church of Carew, near Pembroke on 25th September. 
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Second Lieutenant D. J. Leslie 
late Scots Guards 


By Major J. E. M. CROWE 
Scots Guards 


avid Leslie's tragic death, at the age of 22, came as a 
D great shock to all those who knew him. He had been 

attending the Mortar Officer's course at Netheravon, 
and was killed in a car crash, on the M3, whilst travelling 
from London. 

He was educated at Eton, and on commissioning into the 
Regiment. he joined the Ist Battalion, in Pirbright, in 
December 1987. He joined my company (which | had assum- 
ed command of only a few days prior to him) and whose 
command I had to relinquish soon afterwards when [ attended 
the All Arms Tactics Course; he was immediately given the 
task of ‘commanding’ the Company, and moving them to the 
Battalion’s new post in BAOR. This quirk of fate obviously 
amused him considerably, because he returned to Sandhurst to 
tell some of his less successful colleagues that they were still 
cadets, whereas he was a company commander! 

There followed a very demanding two years for the com- 
pany, and for David. He returned to the UK for the Platoon 
Commander's Battle Course (from which he received a good 
report); at the same time the company was preparing to go to 
Canada for one of the "Medicine Man’ series of exercises. 
David missed most of the build-up exercises, but it is a 
credit to his intelligence, skill and leadership that he returned to command his platoon with flair and imagination. 

During the next year, the Battalion undertook a four and a half month tour in Northern Ireland, and his platoon was 
based in Lisnaskea with the Battalion and Company Headquarters. The platoon was responsible for providing the Battalion 
Quick Reaction Force for the full duration of the tour, and he undertook this responsibility very seriously, and went to con- 
siderable trouble to ensure that the platoon maintained a very high standard of alertness throughout the tour, whilst achieving 
as great a degree of variety as possible. His platoon attended every major incident in the Battalion area and, duc to his skill 
and leadership, every incident passed very smoothly; the platoon also achieved considerable success by making the two 
major finds of the tour. 

David was respected by his Guardsmen, and was very popular with his fellow officers; he had a likeable and engaging 
personality, and a good sense of humour. In addition, he was intelligent, mature and resourceful, and made a great success 
of everything he was required to do, and there was fittle doubt he would have done equally well as Mortar Officer on a 
further ‘Medicine Man’ exercise this year. 

The funeral was held in the Guards Chapel, in a simple but moving service which was conducted by the Chaplain to 
the Household Division, and the Rev A. Jolly (who had been the Battalion Padre in Northern Ireland); the Bearer Party was 
provided by the members of his platoon. 

David will be greatly missed by everyone who knew him. We offer our deepest sympathy to his family. 





SECOND LIEUTENANT S. S. MENZIES, Scots Guards, pays tribute: 


David was born in April 1967, and was educated at Sunningdale Preparatory School, and then at Eton, where he was 
accomplished both in the classroom and on the sports field. He was a skilful fisherman and a good shot. 

He left Eton in 1985, and after a year abroad, spent in Australia and New Zcaland, joined the Army after doing the 
Brigade Squad and after undertaking the last six-month course at Sandhurst. 

After spending the last two months of the Battalion’s posting in Elizabeth Barracks, he spent the remainder of his career 
in BAOR and on an emergency tour in Northern Ireland, and at an early stage he was given the important task of comman- 
ding the Mortar Platoon; an appointment normally given to those more senior in experience and years. 

David was a loyal and trustworthy friend to those who were privileged to know him, and was a fine soldier and leader 
of men. 

His death was a great and tragic loss to his family, friends, and to the Regiment; and the sincerest sympathy of All Ranks 
Scots Guards go to his family. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


‘SOLDIERS OF SCOTLAND‘ 
by John Baynes, with John Laffin. Brassey’s Defence 
Publishers. £17.50. 


Foreign troops throughout history have joined the British 
Army and have fought for Britain. The English usually ex- 
plain this phenomenon by saying that foreigners live in such 
awful places under such awful regimes in such awful 
economic straits that taking part in wars on a side that 
generally wins is a merciful release; and anyway, such-and- 
such nation is naturally warlike. The mere English, of 
course, join the army as a noble calling and fight the 
Sovereign's enemies out of tedious necessity but never 
because of warlike propensities. 

The Scots are not foreign; but during the formation of the 
British Army in the latter part of the seventeenth century 
they were. They are an easily identifiable group whose 
regiments have a proud record; Sir John Baynes’s Soldiers 
of Scotland sets this record in context. The book is an ex- 
cellent short history of Great Britain and reminds the reader 
what he has probably forgotten since school days. Emphasis 
is placed on the reasons for Scotland's part in Great Britain's 
history and for her soldiers’ high reputation: Scotland and 
the Scottish Character; Agricola to General Wade; and 
Prestonpans to the Falklands are the early chapter headings, 
and they draw the reader keenly on. 

Sir John, a former Second-in-Command of the Camero- 
nians, understands and explains Scotland’s ability to pro- 
duce fine soldiers — yes, their country is wild and tough; 
certainly, they have had their fair share of oppressive rulers; 
beyond doubt they have had a harsh economic history. The 
Clan system, too, has contributed to the undoubted warlike 
abilities of the people, with feuds never far away either in 
geography or history; some continue to this day, though 
without fatal consequences. The great family tradition of the 
British Army’s regimental system — which some people 
seem so intent on destroying — is strongest in the Scottish 
regiments, with their Clan foundations, and the efficacy of 
this tradition in producing fierce and successful soldiers is 
testified to by those who have been unfortunate enough to 
face Scottish regiments in battle. Of course, myth and mysti- 
que play a large part, but such things are vital and effective 
weapons. 

Dr John Laffin, a distinguished military historian with 
over a hundred books to his name, has contributed two 
chapters, Lieutenant Colonel D. J. S. Murray writes on the 
Great Highland Bagpipe, a veritably powerful weapon, 
feared not only by the Queen’s enemies, and Lieutenant Col- 
onel R. B. Anderson on the Scottish Cavalry and Yeomanry. 
There is a short history of each regiment, concise and ac- 
curate. The book is a joy to read and adds greatly to one’s 
understanding of our history and Scotland’s noble part in it. 


R.P.G.Le M. 


‘SWORD AND PEN’ 
edited by Leo Cooper. 160 pages. £14.95. 


This book has been compiled to celebrate 21 years of 
publishing military history by Leo Cooper, and it is an 
appropriate tribute. 

The author has compiled an interesting collection of 
extracts from the personal diaries of seven officers and men 
who served in wars from the seventeenth century to the First 
World War. They were all quite young and junior in rank, 
and the intriguing point that emerges is how similar are their 
attitudes and comments, even though they span two 
centuries. 

It is for this reason an unusually interesting volume, giv- 
ing a very personal and genuine impression of human reac- 
tions to danger, death, fear, hardship, the death of comrades 
and the general ups and downs of war, which have changed 
little from one age to another. 

J.T.P. 


REVIEW OF THE RACING WORLD 


Racing World is a new and unique concept, a racing and 
breeding magazine on video. It is produced and distributed 
every month, and with an approximate running time of one 
hour is competitively priced at £9.99 a copy. 

On each video there is a comprehensive index of what is 
featured on the tape, and will always include a review of the 
previous month’s important races. It provides a fascinating 
insight into the racing scene, with interviews with leading 
trainers, jockeys and owners, and is informative on all sub- 
jects within racing. 

It is very professionally produced, and the entertainment 
factor (for avid race-goers) is excellent. 

Inquiries for subscriptions should be directed to Racing 
World, 1 Hughes Road, 143 Chatham Road, London SW11 
SPA. 

M.R.M.W. 


URGENT FURY — THE BATTLE FOR GRENADA 
by Mark Adkin. Published by Leo Cooper. 390 pages. 
£14.95 


Any large scale military operation placed under the micro- 
scope will be revealed as having blemishes and the 
American invasion of Grenada in 1983 is certainly no excep- 
tion. Although the outcome can never have been in doubt, 
Major Mark Adkin’s highly detailed account of the battle 
reveals that the US sledgehammer found the Grenadan nut 
harder to crack than it should, considering the mismatch of 
might. The author not only gives the reader a blow-by-blow 
account but draws a number of conclusions, not all of which 
can the Pentagon have found comfortable. However it must 
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be said that Operation ‘Urgent Fury’ was mounted at very 
short notice with no previous planning and virtually no in- 
telligence. For my taste, this account of the military opera- 
tion is too detailed and repetitive. I found the author's 
description of the Marxist Regime’s rule of this small 
Commonwealth country much more absorbing, particularly 
the power struggle between the rival factions of Maurice 
Bishop and Maurice Coard. It was, of course, Bishop's sum- 
mary execution that finally precipitated President Reagan's 
decision to intervene. 





The lack of any real description and analysis of political 
events is the major weakness of this otherwise superbly 
researched book. The statement ‘Urgent Fury’ was a 
military operation, although the decision to mount it was 
political hardly does justice to the author's herculean efforts 
to reach out for the truth elsewhere. While ‘Urgent Fury’ 
cannot be described as a racy read, it deserves a place on the 
shelves of an ardent military buff's library. 


H.R.G.W. 
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Ya ve lhe pe ry flere t DRACO 
Pci “ oft by four ceeeeenel 
Were Giz lhe Y), racnalt ce lea Dt Wt ve 


ered ete Were SEES oR) pros 


C 
G Austrian Cpr amet 





ESTABLISHED 1749 


JUSTERINI & BROOKS 


WINE MERCHANTS 
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- POTTERS of 
ALDERSHOT 


Military musical instrument makers since 1742 
(Established as a Company in 1810 by Drum-Major Samuel Potter, ex H.M. Coldstream Guards.) 




















The Potter group of companies comprising the parent company, George Potter & Co (Musical 
Instruments) Ltd, includes two associated companies, Henry Potter & Co (Drums) Ltd, and 
The Aldershot Stores. 

The two Potter companies supply drums, musical instruments and accessories, and all associated 
regalia for Corps of Drums, Pipe Bands and Regimental Bands. The company has a special 
knowledge of embroidery for Drum-Majors’ sashes and colour belts, hand emblazoning of 
Regimental drums and production of Drum-Majors’ staffs in silver or base metal with detailed work 
raised by hand in repousse. 


The Aldershot Store handles the supply of drill canes, web ceremonial equipment and associated 
badges and rank insignia. 


GEORGE POTTER & CO (MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS) LTD 
26/28 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot, Hants 


Tel: Aldershot 23226/7/8 
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Beautifully crafted Hallmarked 
Sterling Silver covered Address 
Books bearing regimental cyphers 


of the Household Division. 











Cover size: 
5" x Ate 


Please enter requirements Please send me ..... copies 
[J The Life Guards 1 enclose cheque for ........................... payable 
[1] The Blues and Royals to Omega Profiles Ltd. 
(—] Grenadier Guards Name ed capnige eee ten amen 
(<] Coldstream Guards Address ie. Seiten cen eer eR RGREMRR ERE Ie ice 
f=) ScotsGuards = | Ree ee ee 
(J Irish Guards Postcode ............. (Lelephonesemgeeaeene. «5... 
[] Welsh Guards Signature aaener ace eeeeee 

Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 





() OMEGA PROFILES 


27a High Street Andover Hampshire $P10 IL] 
Tel. Andover (0264) 332469 


Omega Profiles Lid. Registered England and Wales No. 2394573. 
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NATIONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
CORPORATION PLC 


01 874 7778 


National Financial products are tailored to fit particular needs. 
Our products cover all areas of personal financial planning and 
we recognise thatan important elementof most financial products 
is the quality of investment management, and we have therefore 


negotiated arrangements with leveral leading fund management 
groups. 


Our products include: 


* PENSION SCHEMES 

« MORTGAGES AND RE-MORTGAGES 

« INVESTMENT SCHEMES 

* PROTECTION AND ESTATE PLANNING 


For further information contact:- 
SIMON HEALD on 01-874 7778 
or write to: 
NATIONAL FINANCIAL « 7 ST. GEORGES COURT 
13 PUTNEY BRIDGE ROAD « LONDON SW15 2PA 
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HOUSE MANAGER 


OFFICE MANAGER 


All these people and scores of others have 


gained their experience and skills as members of 


the Armed Services, the Police and other 
organisations of similar standing. 

And they all obtained their current 
positions in civilian life by becoming members 
of The Corps; a unique employment service 
providing commerce and industry with menand 
women who have been trained to achieve high 
standards. 

We are already famous for providing staff 
in the traditional uniform of The Corps but 
we also have several hundred non-uniformed 


WAREHOUSE 
MANAGER 


RECEPTION 


ae 


MM 


BUILDING SERVICES 
MANAGER 


ASSISTANT 


Put the reliability, skills and loyalty 
of the Armed Services to work for you. 


personnel in a wide variety of management 
and technical posts. You provide the job brief 
and, after our selection and screening, we 
provide you with exactly the right people to 
interview. 

The breadth of talent and abilities re- 
quired to keep the Services running is consider- 
able. We can seek out these candidates and put 
their skills to work for you. 

A talk with us may provide you with just 
the person you need. 

Tel: 01-353 1125 for more information, or 
fill in the coupon. 


To: Corps of Commissionaires, 3 Crane Court, Fleet Street, London EC4A 2EJ 
Please send me further information 





G3/90 





Name: = Title _ = The C 
Company: — Orps 
Address: of Commissionaires 


A unique employment service based on trust 
Belfast (0232) 230031 Birmingham (021) 625 2628 Bristol (0272) 291414 Edinburgh (031) 220 0384 Glasgow (041) 248 5131 
Leeds (0532) 454293 London (1-353 [125 Manchester (061) 873 7886 Newcastle (091) 232 2004 
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INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT 


We are part of one of the largest 
and most consistently successful investment 
management groups in the United Kingdom. 


We provide expert investment management for 

private clients and charities and are currently 

responsible for over £20,000 million invested by 
private clients around the world. 


We offer private portfolio management services 
to clients with £25,000 or more for investment. 
Portfolios are managed on an international basis 
with the backing of extensive research, currency 
management, banking, and all custody and 
administrative facilities. 


Please contact: Nicolas Bowater, Mercury Rowan 
Mullens Ltd, 33 King William Street, London 
EC4R 9AS. Telephone: 01-638 5678. 


MERCURY ROWAN MULLENS 
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